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r n a n y w i t h v o t e r s
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2 C o m m e n t s

Seemandhra and Te langana reg ions recorded more than 70 per cent vo ting in

m un ic ipa l e lections he ld on Sunday. However, tha t's no t what m ade news. The

e lections were in the spotligh t a fte r vo ters o f severa l a reas in K rishna and

Anantapur d is tric ts took to the stree ts aga inst the Rs 500 and Rs 1.000 no:es

a lleged ly d is tribu ted to them by po litica l leaders. fo r be ing fake or be long ing to the

pre-2005 series til a t is ser to be phased out by the RB I.

Angry res idents a lso le t it be known tha t each of them made Rs 2.500 per VO le . bu t

tha t it was Jaganmohan Reddy's YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) tha t sadd led them

w ith the fake or unwanted cU ITency.

As one of the worsr-kep t po ll secre ts sp illed out, the Andhra P radesh S ta te E lection

Comm iss ion ordered an inqu iry . "W e have rece ived some compla in ts o f d isrribu tion

o f m oney in certa in areas. V ile are inqu iring in to it," S ta te E lection Comm iss ioner P

Ramakanth Reddy sa id .

YSRCP leader 0 Somanjaye lu ca lled the a llega tion tha t party leaders d is tribu ted

money a consp iracy by the TOP and Congress. "W e do not resort to such th ings.

W e know that peop le who lehearted ly support us." he sa id .

T ile TOP had lodged a compla im aga inst tile YSRCP w ith the po ll pane l.
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Res iden ts o f seve ra l m un ic ipa l a reas in G ud iw ada and ne ighbou ring m un ic ipa lities

in K rishna d is tric t, and res iden ts o f IllO S t m un ic ipa lities in Anan tapu r d is tric t,

com p la ined abou t the m oney a lleged ly g iven to them by YSRCP leade rs to vo te fo r

its cand ida tes .

They c la im ed tha t w hen they tried us ing the no tes , shopkeepe rs re fused to accep t

them say ing they were fake .

An in itia l po lice inqu iry revea led tha t w h ile the no tes w ere genu ine , these were

issued be fo re 2005 . The RB I had recen tly sa id it w ou ld s ta rt phas ing ou t these

no tes . w ith M arch 31 as the dead line to exchange them . A fte r M arch 31 . w h ile the

no tes w ou ld s till be lega l tende r. these wou ld have to be exchanged an i)' a t banks

W ith jus t one day le ft fo r M arch 31 , shopkeepe rs re fused to en te rta in the no tes .

Inc iden ta lly . on M arch 3 . the RB I ex tended its dead line fo r phas ing ou t p re -2005

no tes by n ine m on ths - a fac t tha t appea rs to have escaped eve rybody .

The m un ic ipa l po lls in Seem andhra and Te langana have acqu ired im portance

because o f gene ra l and s ta te A ssem b ly po lls be ing jus t days away. So . bes ides

m an ifes tos , assu rances and p rom ises , pa rties have been gene rous w ith cash and

g ifts .

DGP B P rasada Rao sa id R s 66 cro re unaccoun ted m oney was se ized du ring

check ing ahead o f the po lls .
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