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LOK SAEHA ELECTIONS 2014

Mamata Banerjee's paintbrush
fetched TMC Rs 6.47 crore in two
years

Comments

Related Articles In the last two vears, the Trinamoal Congress has earned nearly Rs 6.47

i ) . crore from the sale of Mamata Banerjee€ps paintings, the subject of a
Markets ciosed today for -
Lok Sabha eleciions
voting in Mumbai

bitter exchange between Mamata and Narendra Modi.

Sackad Manchestar Abalance sheet of the party submitted to the Election Commission shows

Urited manager David her paintings {etched Rs 2.53 crore in 2012-2013 and just under Rs 3.94

Moyes thanks Alex crove the previous vear. In 2010-2011, which was before her party came

Ferguson, stays murs gn to power, no Mamata painting was sold, show copies of the three balance

il sheets accessed by The Indian Express.

Yes Bank evasive about

:xj(:,_ :‘f;;:r Fiie €11 the Election Commission feels it necessary, it will ask for a breakup of
the list. As of now. there has been no intimation to us,€p said Amit

Infratel Ltd Q4

profit surges 64% to Rs

Bhar

Bhattacharya, officer on special duty at the office of the West Bengal chief
473 crore electoral officer.

Girish N Pande, chief commissioner of income tax in Kolkata, said the EC
would send the department the details after the elections. @ The EC will send us these financial
statements and accounts and if we find anything we need to probe, we will, € he said.

Modi questioned Sunday how one Mamata painting could fetch Rs 1.80 crore. The state leadership of
the BJP and the Congress, too. have alleged chit fund compuanies were among the buyers of the
paintings.

©The buyers are owners of chit fund companies and some unscrupulous industrialists who paid heavy
amounts to the chief minister who became such a celebrated painter overnight. We demand that the
list of buyers be put up on the public domain,€ said Congress state president Adhir Ranjan

Chowdhury.
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BJP state president Rahul Sinha said this is a route the CM has taken to lognhsc: black money. @Thisis OPINION POLL TODAY'S QUIZ
money collected from chit fund companies which Lhe parly is showing as sale of painlings. We want to

Digd ATy
Maha

expect I

know how the paintings were sold. Through auetion or at random?€ he said.

1 Assemibly elections?

CPI(M) leader Md Selim said, € More than anything, they are painting black money into white. € hoe

The statements, with covering letters of the party general secretary Mukul Roy along with the
auditor€ys report, show that in two years after the party came into power, sale of its annual magazine Can't Say
too shot up € from Rs 3.70.280 in 2010-1110 Rs 12,64.310 and Rs 10,70.230 in the subsequent two

Vears.

Paintergs proceeds

MORE FINANCIAL EXPRESS
*2010-11: No sale v
INT.REPORTS
JUNGFRAU - Ton of

#2011-12: Rs 3,93.90.000

" 2012-13: Rs 2,53.00,000

* Total: Rs 6,46.90.000

(As per balance sheet submitted to EC)
- Arshad Ali
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Paintings sold, TMC ‘forgot’ to pay NGO

SAMBIT SAHA

Calcutta, April 29: The Trinamul Congress forgot to hand over the proceeds from the sale
of Mamata Banerjee's paintings to the Indian Institute of Cersbral Palsy (IICP) despite
the chief minister making a promise in public more than a year ago, a party official told
The Telegraph this evening.

The Trinamul official, who deciined to be quoted by name. was responding to a series of
questions from this newspaper afier the [ICP said thatit had not received any donation
from the party since 2004.

Trinamul has been defending the painting sales that fetched crores by saying that the
proceeds were given to charity, including lo the “Spastics Society”, and used in election
work.,

Butthe lICP. known as the Spastic Society of Eastern India till 1999, said it had received
only Rs 50,000 from sale of Mamata's paintings in 2004, Shortly before that, an [ICP
official said, it had received Rs 25,000 and a painting by Mamata but the official could
notrecollect the year.

The Trinamul officizl said the painting and the Rs 25,000 were given in 2005,

Both versions suggest that the proceeds from the painting sales immediately before
Mamata became chief minister and after she assumed power did not go to the ICP. The
bulk of the sales was reported from events organised in April 2011 — less than two
months before Mamata became chief minister — and in January 2013.

On February 7, 2013, soon after CPM leader Surjya Kanta Mishrea wondered aloud "who
bought the paintings and at what price”, Mamata had said at Writers' Buildings: “From the
funds rzised from the exhibition (at the Townhall annexe), | have decided to donate Rs
10 lakh to the governor's relief fund and Rs 25 lakh to the chief minister's relief fund. [ will
give Rs 5 lzkh each to our three candidates contesting the by-elections. The rest of the
money would go to the Spastics Society.”

The statement would mean that other than Rs 50 lakh, the remaining amount from the
exhibition proceeds should have gone to the lICP.

Subhra Chatlerjee, deputy director of lICP, said this evening after being contacted by this
newspaper: "Mamata Banerjee has been nice to us. The painting (given earlier} is siill
there in my room. But the [ICP has not received any donation, either in cash or kind. from
her after she became the chief minister as being mentioned in some places.”

She added: "I it (Spastics Sociely) means us, we received (donation) lastin 2004 and
nothing thereafter.” Chatterjee could not readily confirm whether there was any other
organisation bearing the name of Spastic Society in the city.

The Trinamul official 2lso did not say that tne chief minister meant some other
organisation.

Asked about the promise made by the chief minister mare than a year ago, the Trinamul
official said: “It slipped our mind. The IICP will definilely get it but after the election
because we don'twant to make ita poll issue right now. We want to fight the election en
the plank of development.”

Trinamul all-India general secretary Mukul Roy had said yesterday: “Every time. the
amount we received from such exhibitions has been given for 2 social cause. In 2004,
the amount was given to Spastics Society.”

Roy's version matches with that of the IICP as far as the year 2004 is concerned. Multigle
attempts to contact Roy tonight for a comment on the chief minister's promise were
unsuccessful.

IICP's Chatterjee, who looks after the communication and resource mobilisation part of
the organisation, reczlled that Mamata came lo their office unannounced and spenttime
with the children once.

“She came and tied rakhi. Later after becoming CM, she also invited our children 0
some government programmes, notably Children's Film Festival," she said.

The Trinamul source indicated thal the lICP was likely to get Rs 20 lakh from the
exhibition atthe Town Hall annexe.
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However, going by the source’s own “offhand™ estimate that “over Rs 2 crore” was raised,
the lICP should be given at leasl Rs 1.5 crore after deducling the Rs 50 lakh earmarked
by the chief minister for other causes.

Documents submitted by Trinamul to the Election Commission de not show the funds
raised through the sale of paintings in January 2013, according to sources in Delhi.

The Trinamul complaint against Narendra Modi for his alleged defamatory statement an
Mamata included an income and expendilure slatement for 2011-2012, the sources said.

The sources said the statement mentioned an income of Rs 3.939 crore from the “sale of
paintings”, out of the party's lotal income of Rs 10.56 crore for that financial year.

The proceeds from the Townhall annexe exhibition are expected to feature in the audited
report of 2012-13. The figure Rs 3.239 crore could then possibly indicate the proceeds
from the exhibition at Galerie 88 in April 2011,
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Details of Mamata Banerjee's painting sales are in public
domain: Trinamool
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