ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi -110001
No,76/PPEMS/2013 / 7P,6~fJ~
Dated: 30th August 2013

To
The President/Secretary of
all Recognized Poli'jcal parties
Subject -

Consultation with the political parties for Guidelines on transparency
and accountability in party funds - matter regarding.

Sir/Madam,
As you are aware. under article 324 of the Constitution of India. Election
Commission of India is vested with the responSibility to conduct free and fair
elections. Inputs have been received from various quarters that money power is
disturbing the level playing field and vitiating the purity of elections. To curb the
abuse of money power during elections. the Election Commission in the past.
hes issued 5&\'8ra: instructions to the canoldates and political parties from time to
time.

2.

The Commission feels that it is desirable for the political parties to observe

transparency and accountability in respect of funds raised and expenditure
incurred both during elections and ill other times. Further. in the interest of
conduct of free and fair elections. it is necessary and expedient to provide
guidelines for bringing transparency and accountability

with regard to funds of

political parties.

3

In order to enable the Commission to formulate the guidelines. the

Commission hereby seeks comments/suggestions/inputs

of the political parties

on following issues:

(i)

The responsibility of maintaining the books of accounts of the party at

all levels should be vested in the Treasurer of the party or in such person

to any person or company or agency, exceeding Rs20,OOO/- in a day is
done only by crossed a/c payee cheque or dran or by RTGS or NEFT or
through internet transfer
(viii)

The party should ensure that any donation or contribution from a

person or company or entity exceeding Rs 20.000/- in a' financial year is
received by crossed a/c payee cheque or draft or by RTGS or NEFT or
through internet transfer

(ix)

During the election process the political parties may ensure that

any party candidate. party functionary or party 'Jorker does not carry party
funds in cash. exceeding a specified amount
(x)

The political party should get their accounts audited for every

financial year and sub'llit copy of the audited accounts to the Election
Commission of India before 30" Septemb:lr. or before the due date for
furnishing return of income of that financial year. along with their
contribution reports referred to In Section 29C of the R.P.Act, '1951.

4.

I am directed to request you to forward your comments/suggestions/inputs

to the undersigned before 30" September 2013.
Yours faithfully.

y£".....-J ",,<l)L~
,

(Varinder Kumar)
Secretary
.
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