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S

Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) was

established in August 1999 by a group of Professors
from the Indian Institute of Management (IIM),
Ahmedabad. In 1999, we filed a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) with the Delhi High Court asking
for disclosure of criminal, financial and educational

background of candidates contesting elections.
Based on this, the Supreme Court in 2002 and
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Asout Us

subsequently in 2003 made it mandatory for all
candidates contesting elections to disclose criminal,
financial and educational background prior to
the polls by filing an affidavit with the Election
Commission.

Post this, ADR has, along with National Election
Watch (a conglomeration of more than 1200
organizations across the country),
held Election Watches for all
Parliamentary and Assembly elections.
It also conducts multiple projects
aimed at increasing transparency and
accountability in the political and
electoral system of the country all of
which are explained below.

The National Election Watch
(NEW) is a nationwide campaign
comprising of more than 1200 non-
governmental organizations and other
citizen led organizations working
together with ADR on electoral
reforms, improving democracy and
governance in India. NEW is active
in almost all states of India.
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EARLY 1999:
11 IIM-Ahmedabad professors get together to
form Association for Democratic Reforms to work

on electoral reforms.

AUGUST 1999:

ADR files PIL in Delhi High Court seeking
disclosure of pending criminal cases by candidates
contesting elections to parliament and state
assemblies.

NOVEMBER 02, 2000:
Delhi High Court upholds above PIL.

DECEMBER 2000:
Government of India appeals to Supreme Court
against the judgment of Delhi High Court.

MAY 02, 2002:
Supreme Court rejects the appeal and upholds the
High Court judgment.

JUNE 28, 2002:
Election Commission issues orders to implement
the Supreme Court judgment.

JULY 08, 2002:

All party meeting decides to amend Representation
of People Act to prevent/dilute the Supreme
Court’s orders.

History of ADR
aND NEW

AUGUST 22, 2002:
Cabinet
Representation of People Act, to President for

sends Ordinance for amending the

signature.

AUGUST 23, 2002:
President returns the Ordinance.

AUGUST 24, 2002:

Cabinet sends the Ordinance to the President a
second time, the President signs, in keeping with
the convention.

OCTOBER 2002:

PILs filed in Supreme Court, including one by
ADR, challenging the constitutional validity of the
amendment to the Representation of People Act,
done by above Ordinance.

MARCH 13, 2003:

Supreme Court declares above amendment of the
Representation of People Act as “illegal, null and
void” and restores its May 02, 2002 judgment.

MARCH 27, 2003:
Election Commission issues orders implementing
the Supreme Court judgment.

DECEMBER, 2002:
First Election Watch conducted for Gujarat
Assembly Election
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Our goal is to improve governance and strengthen
democracy by continuous work in the area of
Electoral and Political Reforms. The ambit and
scope of work in this field is enormous, hence,
ADR has chosen to concentrate its efforts in the
following areas pertaining to the political system of

the country:

e Corruption and criminalization in the political

process;
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Empowerment of the electorate through
greater dissemination of information relating
to the candidates and the parties, for a better
and informed choice;

Need for greater accountability of Political
Parties; and

Need for inner-party democracy and
transparency in party-functioning and in the
disclosure of candidates’ profiles;
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ADR, in its quest for improving governance
and strengthening democracy, is implementing
activities that can be broadly categorized under two
programs:

Electoral Process Reform

Since the landmark judgment of the Supreme
Court, ADR along with the NEW), has conducted
Election Watches for the 2009 Lok Sabha elections,
Rajya Sabha elections and almost all State Assembly
elections post 2002 in the country. Under the
Election Watch of Parliament and State Assembly
elections, ADR discloses the background (criminal,
financial educational and other) of candidates
who are contesting the elections. Along with this
disclosure, ADR has also started analyzing the

election expenditure of candidates. Also, in the
effort of providing a more holistic analysis of
elected representatives, the Election Watch program
will now include analysis of the performance of
MLAs and MPs based on select parameters.

The information dissemination happens through
various media including the toll free helpline,
Push and Pull SMS campaigns, press conferences,
seminars and public meetings in states and districts
etc. The events and awareness campaigns at the
state and local levels are spearheaded by the state
partners.

Election Watch has also expanded its focus to
local body elections which includes Panchayat and
Municipal bodies.
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Political Process Reform

Political parties function as the key link between
the people and their representatives, and
thus, in their structure and working, political
parties must adhere to democratic norms and
transparency. ADR has been making several
efforts to bring greater transparency and
accountability in the functioning of political
parties. It had sought disclosure of financial
information by the political parties, in line with
the recommendations of the Indrajit Gupta
Committee Report (1998) on state funding
of election expenses and the 170th report of
the Law Commission. The Chief Information
Commissioner (CIC) vide his order dated April
29, 2008, has held that copies of the Income
Tax Returns of the political parties filed with
the public authorities and the assessment orders
passed on them will be available to the citizens.
Taking it forward, ADR has been scrutinizing
the copies of the I'T Returns of political parties
collected using RTT.

Additionally, ADR has been collating details on all
state sponsored facilities being provided to political
parties in an effort to strengthen its case with respect
to a pending complaint with the CIC on declaration
of political parties as ‘public authorities’.

ADR currently has a number of pending RTI
applications at various stages with a number
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of Government institutions demanding greater
transparency on various facets of our political and

governance system.

Under the Political Party Watch Program, ADR has
also started analysis of election expenses and also
contribution reports of political parties.
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Election Watch

In close collaboration with our networking partners,
ADR continues to conduct Election Watches during
the Parliament and Assembly elections. We have
expanded our scope to include election watch to
the Rajya Sabha and local body elections. ADR has
also successfully mobilized and networked with a
large number of civil society organizations all over
the country. This in turn has helped in
taking the campaign to grass-roots while
strengthening our network across the

country.
State Assembly Elections

* Analysis of criminal, financial and
other information of candidates
and elected MILAs was conducted
and disseminated in the Assembly
clections of West Bengal, Assam,
Kerala, Puducherry and Tamil Nadu
in 2011.

e State Assembly elections, 2012 were
held in 5 states -Manipur (60 seats),

Our AcTiviTiES:
2011-2012

Uttarakhand (70 seats), Punjab (117 seats), Uttar
Pradesh (403 seats) and Goa (40 seats). ADR in
collaboration with the Election Watch Chapter
of each state organized various seminars,
workshops and press conferences. Specific
action plans and strategies for the upcoming
elections were discussed and implemented in
each state. Reports on criminal and financial

details of the outgoing MLLAS were released.

Press conference by Kerala Election Watch in Thiruvananthapuram
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Press conference by UP Election Watch in Gorakhpur

Various press conferences organized were
attended by the media, people from the civil
soclety, senior bureaucrats and police officials.
These conferences were widely covered by the

state media.

Various reports on the criminals, financial and
other details of the candidates contesting were
prepared and released much before the elections

so that voters could make an informed choice.

After the declaration of election results,
reports on the winners were prepared

and released.

Analysis of the performance of
outgoing MLLAs of the five Assemblies
and performance of the Legislative
Assemblies themselves was released

prior to the polls.

The FElection Watch process also
included analysis of election expenses
declared by the winners of the Assembly
elections and releasing the information
to the public.
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J The above

disseminated through various mediaincluding

information  was

Press Conferences, toll free helplines, SMS
campaigns, websites (myneta.info and
adrindia.org) and outbound calls using Aamir

Khan’s voice messages.
Rajya Sabha Elections

. ADR and NEW have analyzed the
criminal, financial and other information
from the affidavits of all MPs of Rajya Sabha

who contested in biennial elections in March
2012.

Local body elections — Mumbai,
Delhi and Odisha

Analysis of the criminal, financial, educational,
IT and other information for candidates and
elected representatives of the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) elections in
Mumbai and the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) elections was analyses and release

through press conference and various media.

, oIS
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Press conference held by UP Election Watch in Allahabad



Election Watch was conducted by Odisha
Watch (OEW) for
elections in Odisha. The EW team observed
how candidates at different wards were using

Election Panchayat

party symbols in hoarding and pamphlets for
publicity, which is not allowed. OEW wrote a
letter and met the State Election Commissioner
with regard to the above issues. The SEC took
immediate action and ordered the removal of
symbols from campaign of ward panchayat

candidates.

Bye Elections

Election Watch also conducts an analysis of
the background details of all candidates and
elected representatives who stand in all bye
elections. In 2011-2012, the bye elections for the

h‘__

onal Election Watch

HTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE

following states were covered: Andhra Pradesh,
Pondicherry, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar,
Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Lok Sabha.

Analysis of union cabinet disclosure

of assets

In early September, the Union Cabinet declared
their financial details. ADR and NEW analysed
the increase in assets of the Ministers from
the 2009 Lok Sabha data. This information
was widely circulated in the media. Since vital

information regarding occupation and IT

returns etc. was not furnished, ADR proposed
to the PMO that disclosure should be made in
the format prescribed by the ECI

Coordinators of the states which went for elections in 2012
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Press conference held by Goa Election Watch in Panaji

Analysis of legislative councils

Analysis of criminal, financial and other
information of all members of the Legislative
Council of UP and Bihar was undertaken and

disseminated.

Analysis of State budget

First ever report on Analysis on State Budget
Allocation of Goa, Manipur, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand was released.

Meeting with the ECI

Members of ADR and NEW (including State
Coordinators of all five states that went
for elections in 2011) met with the Chief
Election Commissioner, Dr. S.Y. Quraishi and
other members of the ECI in August 2011
to discuss experiences of Election Watch
processes and putting forth recommendations

regarding the electoral process. Most of the
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ADR and NEW’s series of recommendations
for greater transparency and easier access to

information during elections were accepted
by the CEC.

Register of members interest —
Rajya Sabha

Postwinninga Central Information Commission
(CIC)’s order after a 2 year RTI struggle, ADR/
NEW also helped putinformationin the Register
of Members’ Interest of the Rajya Sabha
in the public domain. The register contains
crucial information regarding remunerative
directorship, shareholding of controlling nature,
regular remunerative activity, paid consultancy
and professional engagement of the Rajya Sabha
members. This information was analysed and
released widely. We are presently corresponding
with the Speaker of the Lok Sabha to institute
the same disclosure norms in the Lower House

also.



Conference on role of media in

elections, Patna

e ADR/NEW also conducted a
conference on the ‘Role of Media
in Electoral Reforms’ on the 28th
of March 2012 in Patna. In the
Conference, documents on the IT
returns and contribution reports
of major political parties, analysis
of performance of the Bihar
Assembly, Analysis of the Cabinet’s
asset declarations, analysis of the
state budget and a letter to the CM
by the Bihar Election Watch team
making specific demands to improve
transparency in the political system and to
improve governance were released. These

reports were widely circulated in local media.

Political Parties Watch

IT returns and assessment ordetrs

e [T returns and assessment orders of all national

Annual National Conference — Discussion on Political party Draft bill

Citizens Convention held in West Bengal

parties and most regional parties of states where
elections were conducted in the last two years
have been analysed. They include the Indian
National Congress, Bharatiya Janata Party,
Bahujan Samaj Party, Nationalist Congress Party,
Communist Party of India, Communist Party
of India (Marxist), AIADMK, Shiromani Akali
Dal, Janata Dal (United), Jammu & Kashmir

National Conference and the Samajwadi Party.

*  We have filed eight individual 2nd
appeals with the CIC asking for Income
Tax returns of MPs.

e ADR is also looking at the status of
income tax filings of political parties. In
the process, we have acquired details of

political parties of 14 states.
Contributions

*  We have also analyzed and released
contribution (donation) details of all
national and select regional parties. They

include the Indian National Congress,
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Bharatiya Janata Party, AIADMK,  — —-

Communist Pary of India, Nationalist

Congress Party, Rashtriya Janata Dal, -

Shiv Sena, DMK, Rashtriya Janata
Dal and the Rashtriya Lok Dal.

e The

corresponding analysis is available

above information and
on www.adrindia.org website. This

sectionof thewebsite wasinaugurated

by the Chief Election Commissioner [—

of India, Shri S.Y. Quraishi during
the 7th Annual National Conference

held in Chennai in February 2011. T

* In September, ADR wrote to the
CBDT regarding the irregularity in
the system of donations received
by political parties through donation coupons
and highlighting the fact that there should be
a thorough investigation and scrutiny of the

source and flow of donations.
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www.myneta.info

Political parties as public authorities

* We have a complaint pending with the
CIC relating to “Political Parties as public
Authorities”. Political parties are not under the
purview of the RTI Act and the complaint is

an effort towards them being declared

e [
" * as ‘public authorities’ under the said
E — ,.-r.:’":"; T Act to enhance transparency in their
functioning,
o~ PP e — A B — L - . TP . 1 T
Nosmnichv ik Peptets = Communication and
D D I Emnm e e Information Technology
L . ==
O bt il S—— = Information Technology is a very
iCt T =t Tty important tool used in the functioning of
st F ADR’sprogrammes. Itmakestheprocesses
: — o of data entry, analysis and dissemination
""""" - i more effective and expedient.
o L .
e L e MRS AT o * The adrindia.org website was
ol ETE T T "N B completely re-vamped to increase user

www.adrindia.org
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The Election Watch Software (EWS), which is
the backbone of all our research work, has gone
through a process of change and upgradation.
EWS is the online tool used to feed information
on antecedents of candidates. The changes
were made to suit the new format of affidavits
released by the ECI in 2011 and also for the
analysis of election expenses. The online tool
was also expanded to include information on

the performance of MLLAs and Assemblies.

Initiatives  undertaken  to  disseminate
information on contesting candidates and
elected representatives during all the elections
include push and pull SMSs and Helpline
campaigns. Initially voters used to acquire

information about their MPs or MLAs by

sending ‘myneta’ along with their pincode to
56070. However to make the campaign more
user friendly and accessible the voters can now
get information also by sending ‘myneta’ along
with constituency name to 56070. Over 3 crore
SMSs were sent to subscribers in all states going

for elections through the push SMS service.

Problems were faced because of the new
TRAI guidelines and we have adopted other
mechanisms to increase subscriber base. Of
them was encouraging people to call 020
30590400 to hear Aamir Khan’s message urging
people to make an informed decision. Once
a missed call is registered to this number, the
caller is added to our subscriber database. Aamir

Khan’s voice message was also used to make

e e e
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about 11 lakh calls to voters in Uttar Pradesh, ¢ ADR is also present on Facebook, Google

Punjab, Uttarakhand, Manipur, Goa, Mumbai Groups and Twitter with approximately 40000
and Delhi urging them to make an informed subscribers, to ensure that the information
decision and to give missed calls to the above collated by it is disseminated as widely as
number to subscribe to the SMS service. possible

https:/ /www.facebook.com/adr.new http:/ /twitter.com/adrspeaks
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RESEARCH AND
PusLicaTION

Election watch publications

ADR has come out with several reports and

pamphlets this year which was shared with the media

and citizens. These publications have been widely

appreciated and used by elected representatives and

media. The publications that were published during

this year are:

1.

‘Analysis of Criminal, Financial and Other
details of MLAs of Outgoing Assemblies’
— these reports was prepared for the states of
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Manipur, Goa and
Punjab. They were released in the respective

states prior to the polls.

3.

performance of Outgoing MILAs and
Legislative Assemblies’ for Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Manipur, Goa and Punjab. This
report was released to the national media as
well as the local media of the respective states

prior to the Legislative Assembly polls.

A report was prepared and released on the
Analysis of criminal and financial details
of MPs of Rajya Sabha. The affidavits of 230
MPs out of 237 were analyzed by NEW and
ADR.

ADR also brought out a report on ‘The 4. Analysis of newly elected MLAs including
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Cabinet Ministers of 2012 Assembly
Elections — reports were created for the
recently held Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Manipur and
Goa. These reports were based on the affidavits
submitted by the candidates while filing their

nominations.

Analysis of Election Expenses of the newly
elected MILAs — A report was made on the
election expenses declared by the MLAs of
Uttar Pradesh, Goa, Punjab, Uttarakhand and
Manipur.

First time ever a report was released by ADR

on the Analysis of State Budget Allocation

of Goa, Manipur, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand.

A report was released on the Criminal,
Financial and Other Details of Candidates
Contesting and Newly Elected Councilors
of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi 2012
elections. ADR for the first time had covered
the local body elections of any State and released

its report to the media.

ADR also released a report on the analysis of
criminal, financial and other background details

of candidates and elected representatives at

the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
Elections 2012.

Citizens taking oath UP
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Aamir Khan ealls Punjabis to vote sensibly

Alkesh Sharma, TSN Jam 29, 2012
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)00% increase in assets of MLAs
since 2007: ADR report

Mining linked MLA Shyam Satardekar has highest wealth increase

L=

m Fs 4 .89 crore to Rs 30.20 crore
e worth of Cong MLA up to Rs 10.74 crore from Rs 3.90 crore
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Congress candidate in Hisae Jad Parkash has an awet of about Re 3 crone, while his mam
tivals, Kldeap Sishnol of the Haryana Jaskit Comgress [Baajan Lal] and Alay Singh Chautala of
e inclian Natioaad Lok Dial, have assets of about Ry, 48 crone and Re. 40 coone, acionding o
#n anabvils by Maticeal Election Wsch, 3 coalition of NGO,

It has araiyeed the afidats of 15 of the &0 candidates in dhe fray In the Lok Saba by
Eehon in Raryani.

Mr. Bishnol It foond o hawe the bigget apwett followed by Mr. Chautali Aleo, hi saets
hawe incredded by about R3] creve, whie thut of Mr. Chautaly hawe risen by Rs. 10 crore
singe 2009, The assets of Mr. Ll Paricysh hares pone up By about B 2.5 orore.

Crimizal cases W pencing against M, Chauthals (twol and M, Bishaol (onel, buf there 5
noee agairad M, Jas Prakai,

Hewevier, Tearm Assa o campgang Bgans M. Ll Frakash on the ground that the Congress
leadershin i dragging its fieet on the Jan Lokgal BIL

& compariupn of the apets and piber detals of the candidates hawe been upicaded on the
webske of National Election Walch

E i5 3 natonende Gampaign, ompridng more thas 1200 non-grwrmmental organiation
ind other citicerclad bodies working for electordl reloms, improving dematracy and
fovemasce in the country

Bellary Rural bye-poll: Former BJP
minister has eight criminal cases

By Mewfirst 112311

BELLARY - Two out of eigh candidales confesting in fordhcoming Bellary-
Rural bye-poll have criminal cases pending againgt them; B Snramuly, an
indepandant candidate and forner minister, has § criminal cases pending
agans! him whie B Anfinappa, another indepanden! candedale has 3
crimingl cases pending against him, reveats Associafion for Democratic
Reforms

Asa, B Sriramuly, cloge aid of Janaradhan Reddy presently lodged in Jail

in connecticn with Magal mining cases, is the nchest candidate with the
assets of Rs. 40 crove foliowed by P Gadiingappa from BJP who has the
assets worth Rs. 28 crore

 The Indian EXPRESS

h JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Hisar bypoll: Bishnoi richest, Jai Prakash
has no cases

New Dedhi, Wed Dt 12 200

e the clamaver of Tenrs e far voting wmy candidate enrept Lhe Compres
sominew is the Octiober 13 by-eloction s the Haar Lok Sabls conithescy,

imlermiiing stabisfics have sarisend repanding the careludaien” warts and
il coons sending seninal fhem.

Acrording to the data compled by the Amociation for Democratic Refurm
{ADR] from the affidods fiad by e condidates, Fakleep Bhool of the
Baryuss kit Congress (BL) in the richest casfidute = the By with o sot
worth of erver s 48,85 croate. Healsa han o eriming] cane pending spaiest his,

Ay Siagh Chastaly of the Indiey Maticeal Lok Dul, which s the mal
oppaition party ks Haryeaa Vidhe Sabha, b fwo ariming v peadi
apuin b and is worth over R 40 one

The Congrem somses Jul Prakash bs, bowever, worth Ria 3.8 oece and haal
o erimizal e pending agermt by

Sinoe the 3004 Lok Sabha clectios, Bubnaly anisls kive grows from sves Ri)
.56 e 88 i 4885 crone, i wheomiag tnereaie of B 4145 coons £ 183 per]
eet. Hle wi booked in Marct last yesr by the Chandigark Follor for, amoeg|
wtker lhagy, roting

Ay for Chasstaly, since the 3004 elections, kis aesets vy grows from Ry 20067
erare fo Ry 40004 croee, e norease of burg coore oo 4 e coml. Auming ofber]
thizgt, Chasta's & i the dock whter 0 ease w fled gpacsst Bim asd ofer)
mesbens of b Gondly by the CBI for corngplion isd posiessing
dapropertiscais b kacwn sowces of income. Sormetime agn, o Delly
framed charges agaiest him for alegedly poasessicg wealth exceadng b

Icitvaty omrred Of income.

He b alo un socssed i anodhes cormaption case by the (B peraaialng |
selection of JET teackens by & perviom Hisyuma promesent biaded by
Eather ond THLD chief Om Prakuh Chsestals The O3 chargmbert dros
impmtm e 1 ducpebert mbmite] io the Hurpsn Govermer by
Coagresa i 2004, whick wan peepared by n s comprising presest (Chie
Misiier Blwpisder Sagh Hoods, fsrner francs misbder Nirmder Singh )
Pubwal MLA Kares Siagh Dalal and sesior sdvocabe Moken Juia, wha i pow)
maddiziond wobciiee proeral

Th sesnti of Congrr cancbiddete 1ol Praloah bave prows the mant siscw they
lasi Lok Ssbby elnctioms, 'Whils be wa worth Rs 6558 ki i 2009, b
curresd worth i ower B 306 oo, 4 Jemp of Ba 2.5 coore e 385 per ol

Chantals & the o Besale smong e Giree main cnddsies, having af
deciamte. Whils Buhaot 1 pradeate, Ja Prakeb b Seired Pl To coly.

Bun Anl Badrwal, maticmal coondinutor, ADR: "1 docm't matier which pacty
you vone der. Al cundidube are the sume. Busieally, unbin the larger b
partie falding enly clesn candidaing b dealt with, the woter will enntine |
bave lamised chmbens”




Our AcCHIEVEMENTS:
2011-2012

S

e Election Watch processes were conducted for -
all the 10 Assembly elections (in the states of B XX sl I ey S —
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, Puducherry
and Assam in 2011 and Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, A
Uttarakhand, Goa and Manipur in 2012) with b S P
laudable participation from state and regional Pl o e i i e i oo liinbon W o
partners. Information on the criminal, T . “f"'"r“"""_""”:_"""“
financial, Income Tax Returns, education, The a8 o oo, Mmamcc amd fwe detncs n sniemmaly serfal Yom

B g w prrel mh o | b pysiies ol bl mEey BB

age and gender details of candidates and

Fiies @ne= ) e 5 um s meleape it

elected representatives was released to the

i mmerha

voters through press releases, SMS and mobile

i

campaigns, websites and toll free helplines A=

operating from partners’ offices. The Press

Releases received wide coverage in national Accinion B Dt Aebnn

and regional media. The members of the e Enlb - 11008

ADR team in Delhi and the respective state

coordinators also participated in several S I

discussions in national and local channels. %n R T e i
i

* Information on the election expenses of all

newly elected MLAs in 2011 was also released - Select Vidhan Parishad (Legislative Councils)

to the media and citizens. clections

e Apart from Assembly elections, the Election - Bye elections and

Watch program also covered the following:
- Select Panchayat and Municipal body
- Rajya Sabha (Upper House) elections elections
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rate COCRVENTION

“Urran Pradesi Election Yvarch!

L3 June 2012, Hoee s omiti, Luckno

CEO Mzt. Umesh Sinha with Uttar Pradesh Election Watch

* ADR and NEW also analyzed information on
the performance of select MLLAs and Legislative
Assemblies based on select parameters.

* The Election Commission of India entrusted
the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) with the task of developing
accounting format for political parties.
In March 2012, it gave its approval
to the format designed which when
notified, will be a significant step
towards  enhancing  transparency
and accountability in the finances of
political parties.

e After a two year long RTI battle,
crucial information on the ‘Registers
of Members’ Interest’ was finally
mandated by the Central Information
Commission (the highest nodal body
under the Right to Information Act) to
be available in the public domain on 3rd

June, 2011. This information was analyzed and
released to the media. It received wide coverage.

IT returns and assessment orders of all national
parties and regional parties of states that
went to elections in the last two years were

Election Commissioner Mr. H.S. Brahma releasing Election Watch reports
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analyzed and released in an effort to bring more
transparency.

We have also analyzed and released contribution
(donation) details of all national and select
regional parties.

The meeting of the ADR members and select
state coordinators with the Chief Election
Commissor, Sh. Quraishi and his team in August
2011 to discuss certain recommendations
increase transparency and ensuring of free and
fair elections was successful. The CEC accepted
almost all recommendations put forth by the

ADR/NEW members.

The adrindia.org website was completely re-

vamped for the process of increasing user
accessibility.

Under the Out Bound Call service using Aamir
Khan’s voice message, about 11 lakh calls were
made to voters.

Under the Push and Pull SMS services, SMSs
were sent to about 3 crore subscribers urging
voters to participate in free and fair elections.

ADR participated in TEDxIIMB on 4th January,
2012. TEDx is an event where journalists,
spiritualists, sports personalities, marketers,
behaviour architects among many others share
their experiences and ideas themed around

‘Unconventional Paradigms’.

Campaign by youth
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S

ADR has representation in the task force

set up by the Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC) to evolve a National Strategy to Combat
Corruption. ADR has been asked formally to
be part of this committee.

ADR has also been invited to be on the Working
Group on Governance in the National Advisory
Council (NAC) which is chaired by the UPA
Chairperson.

In December 2011 ADR won the NASSCOM
award for ICT led Innovation by Multi-
stakeholder Partnerships. This award was for
the Election Watch software of ADR and
Webrosoft

The frequency of voluntary disclosure of assets
has increased. State cabinets of Bihar (2010) and
Uttarakhand (2011) have declared their assets
voluntarily and the PMO declared the assets of
the Union Cabinet in 2011 in a move towards
greater transparency.

In July 2010 Secretary General of Lok Sabha
P D T Achary said “Criminals being elected to
the Assembly is a serious issue that needs to be

addressed”.

OuR ACHIEVEMENTS
Tt Darte

InMay 2010 the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh,
Ms. Mayawati had announced the expulsion of
about 500 party leaders with criminal past.

In February 2010 Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh asked his Cabinet colleagues to disclose
details of their assets and liabilities and refrain
from dealing with the governmentonimmovable

property.

In January 2010 Both the Congress Chief Ms
Sonia Gandhi and leader of opposition in Lok
Sabha Ms Sushma Swaraj of BJP made public
statements calling for a consensus on barring
candidates with criminal backgrounds from
contesting elections.

In Lok Sabha 2009 a large number of candidates
with serious pending cases that contested
elections like Pappu Yadav, Atiq Ahmed,
Mukhtar Ansari, Akhilesh Singh etc., lost.

In Lok Sabha 2009 the number of total serious
IPC sections against MPs decrease from 296 in
Lok Sabha 2004 to 274 in Lok Sabha 2009.

In the Lok Sabha 2004 Elections, 19 States
and 5 Union Territories carried out Election
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Watches. In the Lok Sabha 2009 elections,
Election Watches were held in all states and

union territories in the country.

In April 2008 ADR obtained a landmark ruling
from the Central Information Commission
(CIC) saying that Income Tax Returns of
Political Parties would now be available in
the public domain along with the assessment

ordets.

Because of an RTT application that ADR has
been following up with the CIC for nearly the
past 2 years, the contribution reports of major

political parties have been made public.

In 2008 Karnataka Assembly Elections, there
was a reduction in the number of candidates
with serious offenses put up by parties. There
were 93 such cases against candidates in the
2008 elections, down from 217 in the 2004
assembly elections.

In 2008 elections in Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, NCT of Delhi and Mizoram
overall, the percentage of candidates with
declared criminal cases came down from 20%

to 14% in the assembly elections.

In October 2008, Mr. L.K. Advani, Leader
of the BJP gave a press statement that the
BJP would not field candidates with criminal
records. Mr. Rahul Gandhi, General Secretary
of the Indian National Congress (INC), made

similar announcement.

In 2007, UP Election watch and 2008,
Karnataka FElection Watch, National political
leaders contacted ADR and wanted the list of
candidates for his party with criminal details.

In 2005 October, November, Bihar Election
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Watch resulted in intense pressure on the
Chief Minister Designate due to the extensive
media coverage of candidate background. As
a result, for the first time, Bihar had a Council
of Ministers without any known criminal

record.

In September 2003, a Bill on FElectoral
Expenses was passed. The EC has taken it
one-step forward and asked candidates to file
a statement of expenses in every three days
during the campaign. The EC has also made this
information (in addition to the affidavits filed
by candidates disclosing financial, criminal and
educational background) available to citizens on

request to Returning Officers, District Election
Officers and the CEOs.

The Election Commission completed a massive
exercise based on the Gujarat Election Watch
report to verify information filed by candidates
in the nomination papers and affidavits, and has
started proceedings in 2002 against candidates
with false declarations. They are now currently
doing that for the subsequent elections as well.

After the Supreme Court’s order in 2003,
Members of Parliament (MPs) lined up to clear
their outstanding dues to the Government
for rent, electricity, phone bills and so on to
avoid embarrassing disclosures while filing
nomination papers.

In May 2002 and March 2003, ADR won
two milestone judgments on disclosure of
candidate’s criminal and financial records from
the Supreme Court. Since then, 1200 NGOs
from all over the country are supporting ADR
and ADR in partnership with its partners has
organized Citizen Election Watch for all major

elections.



FinanciaL Status

S

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MARCH, 2012

FUND & LIABILITIES Rs. Rs. PROPERTY AND ASSETS Rs. Rs.
Trust Funds or Corpus : Immovable properties : -
Balance as per last Balance Sheet. -
Add : During the year 1,700,000.00 1,700,000.00 | Computer : (At Cost) (Fcra)
Balance as per last Balance
(give details) Sheet 572,554.00
Contribution from Founder Members Additions during the year - Fcra 523,269.00 1,095,823.00
Balance as per last Balance Sheet. - 6,000.00
Furniture & Fixtures : (At Cost)
(Fcra)
Balance as per last Balance
Other Earmarked Funds : Sheet 110,17.00
(Created under the provisions of the Trust Additions during the year - Fcra 168,971.00 279,088.00
Deed of Scheme or out of the income)
Office Equipment : (At Cost) (Fcra)
Balance as per last Balance
Ford Fixed Assets Fund (Fcra)Opening Balance: 698,621.00 Sheet 189,123.00
Add : During the year 287,970.00 986,591.00 Additions during the year - Fcra 230,557.00 419,680.00
Hivos Fixed Assets Fund: Opening Balance 173,173.00
Add : During the year 634,827.00 808,000.00 | Computer : (At Cost) (Local)
Balance as per last Balance
Fixed Assets Fund (Sdtt) : Opening Balance 536,966.00 Sheet 315,670.00
Add : During the year 104,559.00 641,525.00 Additions during the year 64,959.00 380,629.00
Fixed Assets Fund - Local : Opening Balance 50,750.00
Add : During the year 5,241.00 55,991.00 | Office Equipment : (At Cost) (Local)
Balance as per last Balance 148 421.00
Sheet
Income Accumulation Reserve : Additions during the year - Local 39,600.00 188,021.00
Opening Balance 6,726,670.90
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FUND & LIABILITIES

PROPERTY AND ASSETS

Furniture & Fixtures : (At Cost)

Less: Income Accumulation utilised(Sdltt) 1,222,086.00 (Local)
Less: Income Accumulation utilised(Ford) 1,068,500.00 SherIance 7 perlastBelance 129,525.00
Less: Income Accumulation utilised(Hivos) 850,000.00 Additions during the year - Local 5,241.00 134,766.00
Less: Income Accumulation utilised(Local) 730,000.00
Less: Income Accumulation utilised(Interest) 263,170.90 Investments : -
4,133,756.90 2,592,914.00
Advances :
Depreciation Fund : (Fcra) To Employees -
Computer 691,578.00 To NGO Partners 13,541.00
Furniture 53,039.00 To Others 49,439.00
Printer 19,395.00 To TDS Earlier Years 42,501.00
Office Equipment 112,055.00 876,067.00 To TDSFY 11-12 60,503.20 165,984.20
Depreciation Fund : (Local) Security Deposits:-
Computer 298,948.00 For Office-Local 70,000.00
Furniture 25,511.00 For Office-Fcra 30,000.00 100,000.00
Office Equipment 47,151.00 371,610.00
Grants :- Income outstanding :
Ford Foundation- Received during the year 4,830,000.00
Less: Utilised during the year 2,795,366.00 2,034,634.00 | (i) Cash And Bank Balances-
In Current Account with :
Jear Omidyar Network- Received during the 12.012,500.00 I_Océlir;duslnd Bank ,Ahmedabad - 1158018
Less: Utilised during the year 2,206,133.02 9,806,366.98 Fcrelandusmd ek Anmedated- 475,299.18
HDFC Bank - Local 291,695.95
Hivos- Received during the year 1,284,200.00 HDFC Bank - Fcra-T.0.D. (16,726.56)
Less: Utilised during the year 1,284,200.00 - State Bank of India-Local 488,469.00 1,280,317.75
Liabilities : In Fixed Deposit Account with
Duties & Taxes 35,010.00 HDFC Bank - local 3,904,303.54
Sundry Creditors 264,240.00 HDFC Bank- Fcra 3,721,297.16
Provisions 62,765.44 State Bank of India - Local 2,141,827.00
i Indusind Bank,Ahmedabad -
For rent and other deposits Local -
i Indusind Bank,Ahmedabad -
For Sundry credit balance - Fcra 362,015.44 | Fcra 9,104,856.15 18,872,283.85
Income and expenditure Account : (i) Cash on hand - Local 6,112.00
Balance as per last Balance Sheet 2,961,696.17 Cash on hand - Fcra 5,866.00 11,978.00
Less : Appropriation, if any - Income and expenditure Account :
Add : Surplus/less : Deficit Balance as per Balance Sheet
Add : Deficit as per Income & Exp
As per Income & Expenditure A/c. (274,839.79) 2,686,856.38 | Alc - -

Total

22,928,570.80

Total

22,928,570.80
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED t MARCH, 2012

EXPENDITURE

To Expenditure in respect of properties :

Rs.

Rs.

INCOME

By Grants Utilised - Annexure-3

Rs.

Rs.
11,032,655.92

Rates, Taxes, Cessess - Muni. Tax

Repairs and maintenance - Building By Voluntary Contributions 1,766,250.00
Salaries
Insurance By Interest on Bank Deposits
Depreciation (by way of provision or Interest on FDRs-IndusInd Bank 176,702.41
adjustments) Interest on FDRs - SBI 233,187.00
Other expenses Interest on FDRs-HDFC Bank 195,111.90
Saving Bank Interest 77,427.98 682,429.29
To Remuneration (in the case of a math to
the head of the math, including his By Other Income
house-hold expenditure, any) Annual Membership Fees 370.00
Elegt?;‘r:rll:k’tlglci):agns 5,500.00
To Administrative Expenses-Annexure-1 1,877,278.85 Interest on | T Refund 503.00 6,373.00
To Amount written off gﬁ;ﬁﬁdt carried over to Balance 274,839.79
(a) bad Debts
(b) Loan scholarships
(c) Irrecoverable rents
(d) Other items - Loss on Computer 5,688.00 5,688.00
To Depreciation : -
Depreciation on Printer-Ahmedabad 532.00
Depreciation on Computer/printer 359,034.00
Depreciation on Furniture & Fixtures 30,421.00
Depreciation on Office Equipments 73,832.00
Income Applied to Fixed Assets 1,032,597.00 1,496,416.00
To Expenditure on objects of the trust
(a) Religious -
(b) Educational -
(c) Medical Relief -
(d) Relief of poverty -
(e) Other charitable objects:-
Election Watch Exp- Annexure-2 10,383,165.15 10,383,165.15
Total 13,762,548.00 Total 13,762,548.00
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Some EMINENT PERSONS
WHO ARE OR HAVE BEEN

INvOLVED WITH THIS INITIATIVE

Justice Diwan, an eminent member of Gujarat

Election Watch, passed away this year. He had

always supported and contributed a great deal
to the work of the National Election Watch
(NEW) and Associationfor Democratic Reforms
(ADR). We extend our heartfelt condolences to
his family.

1.

Justice ML.N. Venkatachaliah, Former Chief

Justice of India

Justice Jeevan Reddy, Former Supreme Court

Judge and Chairman of the Law Commission

(Late) Justice B.J. Divan, Former Chief Justice
of the Gujarat High Court

(Late) Justice P.D. Desai, Former Chief Justice
of the Gujarat High Court

Justice T.U. Mehta, Former Chief Justice of the
Gujarat High Court

Mz. V. T. Shah, Former DG Police, Gujarat

Mzr.  Julio
Maharashtra

Rebeiro, Former DG Police,
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8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Admiral Ram Tahiliani, Former Head of the
Indian Navy, and President of Transparency

International

Mr. J.M. Lyngdoh, Former Chief Election

Commissioner of India

Mzr. T.S. Krishnamurthy, Former Chief Election

Commissioner of India

Mr. C G Somiah, Former Comptroller and
Auditor General of India

Justice Shiva Shankar Bhatt, Former Justice of

the Karnataka High Court

(Late) Mr. L.C. Jain, Former Member Planning
Commission; Former High Commissioner to
South Africa

Mr. T R Satish Chandran, Former Chief

Secretary; Karnataka, Former Governor Goa

Dr. Samuel Paul, Former Director of IIM
Ahmedabad



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Dr. Narayan Sheth, Former Director of 1IM
Ahmedabad

Mr. Ramachandra Guha, Eminent Historian

and columnist

Mr. PS. Appu, IAS, Former Secretary to the

Government of India

Mzr. PV. Shenoi, IAS, Former Secretary to the

Government of India

Mzr. K C Sivaramakrishnan, , Former Secretary

to the Government of India

Mr. 1.C. Dwivedi, Former DG Police, Uttar
Pradesh

Justice Sachidanand Awasthi, Former Judge of
the MP High Court

Mzr. B.G. Deshmukh, Former Cabinet Secretary,

Government of India

Justice Chandrashekhar Dharmadhikari, Former
Justice of the Mumbai High Court

Mr. D.M. Sukhtankar, Former Chief Secretary;
Maharashtra

Lt. Gen. Y.D. Sahasrabuddhe, Former Director

General Army Service Corps
Justice S.C. Verma, Former Lokayukta U.P.

Justice Kamleshwar Nath, Former Judge of
Allahabad High Court

29

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

. Justice D.K. Trivedi, Former Judge of Allahabad

High Court.

Shri R.C. Tripathi, Former Secy. Genl. Rajya
Sabha

Shri S.AT. Rizvi, Former Secy. Parliamentary
Affairs, Govt. of India.

Prof. Banwari ILal Sharma,

Allahabad University

Formerly of

Prof. SK. Agarwal, Former Vice Chancellor
Agra University.

Drt. Bhumitra Dev, Former Vice Chancellor
Gorakhpur and Ruhelkhand Universities

Dr. Veer Bhadra Mishra, Retd. Prof, BHU

Prof. Waseem Barelwi, Renowned Urdu Poet

and Social Activist

Shri Prakash Singh, Former DG BSF & DGP
u.p

Shri Ram Arun, Former DGP, U.P.

Dr H.K. Paintal, Former Professor, Lucknow

University

General (Retd) Shankar Roychowdhury, Former

General, Indian Army

Ms Aruna Roy, founder member MKSS
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Prof. Trilochan Sastry, Ph.D. (MIT) 7. Prof. Pankaj Chandra, Ph.D. (Wharton
_ _ School, University of Pennsylvania)
Professor, Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad Professor, Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad
Prof. Jagdeep S. Chhokar, Ph.D.
.. : . 8. Prof. Rajesh Agarwal, AICWA, ACA, MIIA
(Louisiana State University)
Professor, Indian Institute of Management, Professor, Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad Ahmedabad
Prof. Sunil Handa, BTech (BITS, Pilani); 9. Prof. PR. Shukla, Ph.D. (Stanford University)
PGDM (IIM, Ahmedabad) Professor, Indian Institute of Management,
Eklavya Education Foundation, Ahmedabad Ahmedabad
and visiting Professor, IIM, Ahmedabad 10. Prof. Prem Pangotra, Ph.D. (Wisconsin
Prof. Ajit Ranade, Ph.D. (Brown University) University)
Professor, ICRIER, New Delhi Professor, Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad
Prof. Devanath Tirupati, Ph.D. (MIT),
11. Prof. Sudarshan Khanna, PG (Industrial

Professor, Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad

Prof. Brij Kothari, Ph.D. (Cornell University)

Professor, Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmadabad
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Design)
Professor, National Institute of Design,
Ahmedabad
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Prof. Trilochan Sastry

Professor and Academic Dean,

Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore

Prof. Jagdeep S. Chhokar
Former Professor, Dean, and Director In-

Charge, Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmadabad

Prof. Ajit Ranade
Chief economist, Aditya Birla Group

Prof. Sunil Handa
Chairman, Eklavya Education Foundation &
Visiting professor, IIM Ahmedabad

Dr. Kiran B. Chhokar
Programme Director, Higher Education, Centre
for Environment Education (CEE)

CurRENT TRUSTEES OF
ADR

Prof. Brij Kothari
Adjunct Professor, Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad, (Ravi J. Matthai

Centre for Educational Innovation)

Prof. Devanath Tirupati

Professor, Indian Institute of Management,

Ahmadabad

Ms. Kamini Jaiswal
Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India,

Secretary, Center for Public Interest Litigation
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‘g STatE CooRDINATORS

Contact Position Name Email

National Coordinator Mr. Anil Bairwal anil@adrindia.org

Mr. Ajay Gandhi ajay@wingsinfo.net

Ms.Sowmya Kidambi sowmyakrishkidambi@gmail.com
Andhra Pradesh Election Watch

Mr. Rakesh Reddy Dubbudu rakesh@bhumi.in

Dr. Nani Bath nanibath@rediffmail.com
Assam Election Watch Mr. Tasaduk Ariful Hussain arif@nestinfo.org

Mr. Rajiv Kumar rajivkumar_patna@rediffmail.com
Bihar Election Watch

Mr. Anjesh Kumar anjesh.kumar@gmail.com

Mr.Gautam Bandyopadhyay gautamraipur@gmail.com
Chhattisgarh Election Watch

Mr. Uma Prakash Ojha ojhaup@gmail.com
Goa Election Watch Mr. Bhaskar Asssoldekar vibhanatural@hotmail.com
Gujarat Election Watch Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar jchhokar@gmail.com
Haryana Election Watch Mr. Jaskirat Singh jaskirats@gmail.com

Mr. J.R Ramoul yumdhahimachal@yahoo.com
Himachal Pradesh Election Watch

Mr. P. R Ramesh Ikmtheog@yahoo.co.in
Jammu & Kashmir Election Watch Dr Muzaffar Bhatt budgam_social@rediffmail.com
Jharkhand Election Watch Mr. Sudhir Pal manthan_ranchi@hotmail.com

Mr. Trilochan Sastry trilochans@iimb.ernet.in
Karnataka Election Watch Mr. Sridhar Pabbisetty psridharp@gmail.com

Ms. Sindhu Naik sindhunaik@gmail.com
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Contact Position
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The various activities we carry out are made

possible through the support of individuals and
organizations. We gratefully acknowledge the
financial, material, moral and technical support of

the following partners:

1. Ford Foundation
55 Lodi Estates
New Delhi 110 003, India

2. HIVOS
Hivos Regional Office India
Flat no. 402, Eden Park
No. 20 Vittal Mallya Road
Bangalore - 560001
India

3. Sir Dorabji Tata Trust
5th floor, Eruchshaw Building
249, D.N. Road, Fort
Mumbai
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4.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT TO
OUR SUPPORTERS

Omidyar Network India Advisors Private
Limited

61B, 2 North Avenue

Maker Maxity, Bandra-Kurla Complex
Bandra (E), Mumbai

Maharashtra - 400 051

Caring Friends
Novastar Fund Advisors (P) Ltd.

Others




__

We are always looking for bright people with a

passion to strengthen Indian Democracy specifically
in the field of electoral and political reforms. You
can involve yourself at Delhi and/or at other places

in several ways:

Volunteer for Election Watches: We need people
for various activities during election watches, like:

data entry, interacting with election officers, etc.

Answer the Helpline: Answer the questions

coming from states going to polls on candidates
based on the affidavits filed by them.

Design Work: Create pamphlets, banners to support
the Election Watch teams in states. The pamphlets

are based on current events and findings.

Vorunteer For ADR

Public Dissemination: There are a lot of election
watch public dissemination activities going in all

states. You can participate in these activities.

Media Watch: We have a media watch program

going on in which you can participate.

Translation Activities: A lot of our press releases
newsletter etc., need to be translated into local

languages. You can help in these translations.

If you are interested in engaing with us, please write

to us at adr@adrindia.org
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. 9 National Election Watch

For more info: www.myneta.info, www.adrindia.org







"No office in the land is more
imforiant than that of éeinﬂ a cifizen”
- Felix Frankfurter

AN

Contact Us
Association for Democratic Reforms
B-1/6 Upper ground floor,
Hauz Khas, New Delhi - 110 016
T: +91 11 4081 7601 | F:+91 11 4609 4248
Email: adr@adrindia.org | Twitter: http://twitter.com/adrspeaks

Websites: www.adrindia.org | www.myneta.info

o
o
<
[t}
e}
-
=}
-
o
e}
H*
e!
=
£
=
=
=
o
S
o
°
9]
2
£
=
o





