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15th Annual National Conference on Electoral and Political Reforms 

Date and Venue: 2nd – 3rd March, 2019 at DDU State Institute of Rural Development, Lucknow 

Background Note 

Session: Role of Youth & Voter Awareness: In preparation for Lok Sabha 2019 

As per the Indian Constitution, after a citizen turns 18, she/he officially becomes an adult which means an individual 
is mature enough to cast vote and participate in the Indian democracy. Young voters do have strong and meaningful 
views when it comes to issues like education, employment, environment, human rights, politics etc. These young 
voters are often caught in the rat race of this highly competitive world wherein the duty of voting gets neglected. 
 
As per the poll survey conducted by Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), about 68% young voters from 
the age group 18-25 years voted in 2014 General Elections1. To bring a difference at a larger-scale, this percentage 
needs to increase in the upcoming General Election. It is estimated that 133 million young adults are eligible to cast 
vote in 2019 Lok Sabha (out of which, 73% of them reside in rural India)2. Participation of 133 million voters can make 
a huge difference to the Indian democracy. It is important to encourage these 133 million voters to not only cast vote 
but also be an informed voter. It is our responsibility to make them realize that voting is part of shaping their future.  
 
Dr. S.Y Quraishi, the 17th CEC of India, in his book, “An Undocumented Wonder: The Making of the Great Indian 
Election”, has talked about why youth need to ‘Stop Complaining and Start Voting’. They should know*: 

• Why they should get united and take charge of their lives and their country 
• Why they should not take democracy lightly and neglect their right to vote 
• How it was the youth who spearheaded the freedom struggle to win freedom and democracy for the country 

which they must defend now 
• How voting is the first critical and concrete step towards youth empowerment, using which the youth 

influence decisions on who should run their country, their state, their municipality, their panchayats, their 
village and how they should do it 

• How large-scale youth participation will add value to democracy and change the nature of ‘conversation’ 
between the voter and the voted 

 
When Election Commission of India observed that the voter enrolment ratio of 18-20 years old was around 12%, they 
initiated Youth Unite for Voter Awareness (YUVA) in 2011 to identify the missing and non-voters to encourage them 
for voting3. Under Systematic Voters’ Education & Electoral Participation (SVEEP) Programme, ECI has also started the 
Electoral Literacy Clubs (ELCs) in educational institutions, organizations as well as in rural communities via Chunav 
Pathshalas4. 
 
To support ECI in their mission to increase the participation of youth, ADR has come up with two programmes to make 
youth informed voters; Hum Badlenge Apna Bharat (HBAB) and ADR Campus Ambassador Programme (CAP). Under 
HBAB, we reach out to youngsters in schools who are around 18 and make them aware about Indian Democracy via 

                                                           
1 https://www.lokniti.org/media/upload_files/PU-%20The-Youth-Vote.pdf 
2 https://www.business-standard.com/article/politics/catch-them-young-modi-eyeing-133-mn-first-time-voters-for-2019-polls-
117081700589_1.html  
3 https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/democracy-youth-day-media-yuva-social-political-discourse-the-duty-of-
the-young-5022286/ 
4 http://ecisveep.nic.in/articles.html/new-initiative/electoral-literacy-clubs-taking-the-journey-ahead-r85/  
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workshop. On the other side, ADR CAP is for college-level students, wherein the chosen Campus Ambassador from a 
college conducts various events around informed voting in her/his college which are sponsored and supervised by 
ADR. 
 
At our National Conference, we look forward to discuss some important questions like why young Indians are not 
exercising their voting right?, what are the reasons of their lack of interest in politics?, why their participation is 
important in the upcoming General Election?, how eligible yet non-voting citizens can be encouraged to participate in 
the upcoming Lok Sabha election?, and where is the Indian Government failing to understand the youngsters? 
 

By Nandini Raj 
Program Associate- Communications, ADR 

 
 
 
*Out of 22 points, only 5 points have been cited 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


