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Summary and Highlights

Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) & National Election Watch (NEW) have analysed 39,789 candidates who contested in the Lok Sabha 2024 Elections
and State/UT assembly elections held across the country after the passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill, 2023. Among them, only 4073(10.2%) were women
candidates.

Women's Reservation Bill 2023 was introduced in Lok Sabha on September 19, 2023. The Bill seeks to reserve one-third of all seats for women in Lok Sabha and

State Legislative Assemblies. In this context, the report takes a look at participation of women in Parliament and State Legislative Assemblies, with a focus on
trends following the introduction of the Women’s Reservation Bill.

Representation of Women Among Candidates

17, 0%

4073, 10.2%

35699, 89.7%

= Third Gender = Male = Female

Figure: Representation of Women Among Candidates
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Women Candidates in Lok Sabha 2024 and State/UT Assembly Elections - Election Wise
(Post Women’s Reservation Bill, 2023)

Women Candidates in Lok Sabha Elections 2024:

e Following the passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill, 2023, the 2024 Lok Sabha elections were held. Out of a total of 8,360 candidates analyzed, only
800 (9.6%) were women.
e Out of 543 constituencies, 152 (28%) constituencies had zero women candidates.

Women Candidates in Current Assemblies:

e Following the passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill, 2023, assembly elections were held across 20 States and Union Territories (UTs). Out of a total
of 31,429 candidates who contested these elections, only 3,273 (10.2%) were women fielded by political parties.

e Across all State and Union Territory Assembly elections analysed, the proportion of women candidates did not exceed 14%. The 33% benchmark for
female representation remains unmet under the current pattern of party ticket distribution.

e States assemblies with highest percentage of women candidates: Odisha (2024) had the highest proportion of women candidates at 13.9%, followed
by Delhi (2025) 13.7% and closely followed by Puducherry (2026) 13.6%.

Top 3 States with the Highest Percentage of Women Candidates in State and UT Assembly Elections

13.9% 13.9%

13.9%

13.8%

13.8%

13.7%

13.7% 13.6%
13.6%

13.6%

13.5%

13.5%

13.7%

Odisha Assembly 2024 Delhi Assembly 2025 Puducherry Assembly 2026

Figure: Top 3 States with the Highest Percentage of Women Candidates in State and UT Assembly Elections
e States Assemblies with lowest percentages of women candidates: Arunachal Pradesh (2024) and Jammu & Kashmir (2024) recorded the lowest
participation of women candidates, with women constituting only 4.9% of the total contesting candidates.
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Women Candidates Contested in Lok Sabha and Assembly Elections

S. No. Lok Sabha/Assembly Elections U] Nurr:\l:gl:sfe((llandidates Male Candidates g:;i';n;:z CaF:deaz:fes 92::;3';2': Third Gender
1 Lok Sabha 2024 8360 7554 90.4% 800 9.6% 6
2 Andhra Pradesh Assembly 2024 2387 2154 90.2% 231 9.7% 2
3 Arunachal Pradesh Assembly 2024 143 136 95.1% 7 4.9% 0
4 Assam Assembly 2026 722 662 91.7% 60 8.3% 0
5 Bihar Assembly 2025 2616 2357 90.1% 258 9.9% 1
6 Chhattisgarh Assembly 2023 1181 1025 86.8% 155 13.1% 1
7 Haryana Assembly 2024 1031 930 90.2% 101 9.8% 0
8 Jammu & Kashmir Assembly 2024 873 830 95.1% 43 4.9% 0
9 Jharkhand Assembly 2024 1211 1081 89.3% 128 10.6% 2
10 Kerala Assembly 2026 883 788 89.2% 95 10.8% 0
11 Madhya Pradesh Assembly 2023 2534 2281 90.0% 252 9.9% 1
12 Maharashtra Assembly 2024 4136 3770 91.2% 364 8.8% 2
13 Mizoram Assembly 2023 174 156 89.7% 18 10.3% 0
14 Delhi Assembly 2025 699 602 86.1% 96 13.7% 1
15 Odisha Assembly 2024 1285 1107 86.1% 178 13.9% 0
16 Puducherry Assembly 2026 294 254 86.4% 40 13.6% 0
17 Rajasthan Assembly 2023 1875 1692 90.2% 183 9.8% 0
18 Sikkim Assembly 2024 146 132 90.4% 14 9.6% 0
19 Tamil Nadu Assembly 2026 4023 3580 89.0% 443 11.0% 0
20 Telangana Assembly 2023 2290 2067 90.3% 222 9.7% 1
21 West Bengal Assembly 2026 2926 2541 86.8% 385 13.2% 0

Total 39789 35699 89.7% 4073 10.2% 17

Table: Women Candidates Contested in Assembly and Lok Sabha Elections

*This table presents data from elections held after the passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill, 2023.
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Analysis of Ticket Distribution to Women Candidates by Political Parties - Election Wise

The data provides a clear analytical breakdown of female representation in candidate nominations by major National Parties and State (Regional) Parties

across recent Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections.

Part | - Lok Sabha Elections 2024: (Focus: Parties with more than 20 contesting candidates)
Key Findings:
® None of the national parties met the one-third (33%) benchmark for women candidates in the 2024 Lok Sabha Elections.

® National Parties vs. Regional Trends: While BJP and INC fielded women candidates in the range of 13%—-16%, several state parties recorded
substantially higher levels of female representation. These included Naam Tamilar Katchi (50%), Biju Janata Dal (33%), Rashtriya Janata Dal (29%), and

All India Trinamool Congress (25%).
® Inthe 2024 Lok Sabha Elections, only two state parties fielded 33% or more women candidates among their total candidates. These were Naam Tamilar

Katchi (50%) and Biju Janata Dal (33%).

Women Candidates in Lok Sabha 2024 Elections: Party-wise Analysis

Female % of Female Third

— Total Number of .
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates Analysed Rt Candidates Candidates Gender
Indian National Congress 328 287 41 13% 0
Bharatiya Janata Party 441 371 70 16% 0
National Parties Bahujan Samaj Party 488 450 38 8% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 52 45 7 13% 0
Aam Aadmi Party 22 22 0% 0
National People's Party 3 1 2 67% 0
Samajwadi Party 71 57 14 20% 0
All India Trinamool Congress 48 36 12 25% 0
Naam Tamilar Katchi 40 20 20 50% 0
State parties All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 36 35 1 3% 0
All India Forward Bloc 32 31 1 3% 0
Communist Party of India 30 28 2 7% 0
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party 25 21 4 16% 0
Rashtriya Janata Dal 24 17 7 29% 0
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. Total Number of . Female % of Female Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates Analysed Rt Candidates Candidates Gender
Bharat Adivasi Party 22 21 1 5% 0
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 22 19 3 14% 0
Biju Janata Dal 21 14 7 33% 0
Shiv Sena (uddhav Balasaheb Thackrey) 21 19 2 10% 0
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 17 16 1 6% 0
Telugu Desam 17 16 1 6% 0
Janata Dal (United) 16 14 2 13% 0
All India Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 15 14 1 7% 0
Shiv Sena 15 13 2 13% 0
Shiromani Akali Dal 13 12 1 8% 0
Nationalist Congress Party — Sharadchandra Pawar 12 11 1 8% 0
Jannayak Janta Party 10 8 2 20% 0
Revolutionary Socialist Party 10 9 1 10% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 7 7 0 0% 0
Indian National Lok Dal 7 6 1 14% 0
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 6 4 2 33% 0
Desiya Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam 5 5 0 0% 0
Lok Janshakti Party (ram Vilas) 5 3 2 40% 0
Nationalist Congress Party 5 3 2 40% 0
Bodoland Peoples Front 4 4 0 0% 0
AJSU Party 3 3 0 0% 0
All India United Democratic Front 3 3 0 0% 0
Indian Union Muslim League 3 3 0 0% 0
Jammu & Kashmir National Conference 3 3 0 0% 0
Jammu & Kashmir Peoples Democratic Party 3 2 1 33% 0
Janata Dal (Secular) 3 3 0 0% 0
Apna Dal (Soneylal) 2 0 2 100% 0
Asom Gana Parishad 2 2 0 0% 0
Jammu & Kashmir National Panthers Party (Bhim) 5 5 0 0% 0
Revolutionary Goans Party 2 2 0 0% 0
Kerala Congress (M) 1 1 0 0% 0
Mizo National Front 1 1 0 0% 0
Naga Peoples Front 1 1 0 0% 0
Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party 1 1 0 0% 0
Rashtriya Loktantrik Party 1 1 0 0% 0
Sikkim Democratic Front 1 1 0 0% 0
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L Total Number of . Female % of Female Third

Party Criteria Party Name Candidates Analysed Rt Candidates Candidates Gender
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha 1 1 0 0% 0
United Democratic Party 1 1 0 0% 0
United Peoples Party Liberal 1 1 0 0% 0
Voice of the People Party 1 1 0 0% 0
Zoram People’s Movement 1 1 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 2509 2240 267 11% 2
Independent Independent 3921 3638 279 7% 4
Total 8360 7554 800 10% 6

Table: Women Candidates in Lok Sabha 2024 Elections: Party-wise Analysis
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Part Il — State and UT Assembly Elections:
Key Findings:

Women Candidates in State and UT Assembly Elections: Party-wise Analysis

This analysis covers 20 Assembly Elections held after the passage of the Women's Reservation Bill, 2023. Among the national parties, the Indian National
Congress fielded 33% women candidates only in the Sikkim Assembly Election.
Among the state parties, Naam Tamilar Katchi contested the Puducherry and Tamil Nadu Assembly Elections and fielded 50% women candidates in both
elections. In addition, CPI(ML)(L) fielded 56% women candidates in the West Bengal Assembly Election and 33% in the Assam Assembly Election.
Samajwadi Party fielded 40% women candidates in the Rajasthan Assembly Election. Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi fielded 50% women candidates in
the Puducherry Assembly Election, while the Rashtriya Lok Janshakti Party allotted 50% of its tickets to women candidates in the Delhi Assembly Election.

Total

% of
o Number of Men Women Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Cawn:;:;:tnes Gender
Analysed
Bahujan Samaj Party 166 149 17 10% 0
Indian National Congress 158 147 11 7% 0
National Parties

Bharatiya Janata Party 10 10 0 0% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 8 8 0 0% 0
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party 175 155 20 11% 0
Telugu Desam 144 122 22 15% 0
Samajwadi Party 38 36 2 5% 0
State parties All India Forward Bloc 14 13 1 7% 0
Indian Union Muslim League 13 12 1 8% 0
Communist Party of India 8 7 1 13% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 5 5 0 0% 0
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Revolutionary Socialist Party 5 5 0 0% 0

Rashtriya Janata Dal 1 1 0 0% 0

Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 657 594 62 9% 1
Independent Independent 985 890 94 10% 1

Total 2387 2154 231 10% 2

Total % of
o Number of Men Women ? Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Cawnz;:;::es Gender
Analysed

Bharatiya Janata Party 60 56 4 7% 0
National Parties Indian National Congress 19 16 3 16% 0
National People's Party 20 20 0 0% 0
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) 1 1 0 0% 0
State parties Nationalist Congress Party 15 15 0 0% 0
People's Party of Arunachal 11 11 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 4 4 0 0% 0
Independent Independent 13 13 0 0% 0
Total 143 136 7 5% 0

Total % of
o Number of Men Women ? Third
P P N W
arty Criteria arty Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates °.'“ en Gender
Candidates
Analysed
Indian National Congress 99 86 13 13% 0
Bharatiya Janata Party 90 84 6 7% 0
National Parties Aam Aadmi Party 18 15 3 17% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 2 2 0 0% 0
National People's Party 2 2 0 0% 0
All India United Democratic Front 30 28 2 7% 0
State parties

Asom Gana Parishad 26 25 1 4% 0
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Total

All India Trinamool Congress 22 19 3 14% 0

United Peoples Party Liberal 18 17 1 6% 0

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 16 15 1 6% 0

Bodoland Peoples Front 11 10 1 9% 0

Communist Party of India 3 3 0 0% 0

Communist Party Of India (marxist-leninist) (liberation) 3 2 1 33% 0

All India Forward Bloc 2 2 0 0% 0

Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 122 104 18 15% 0
Independent Independent 258 248 10 4% 0

Total 722 662 60 8% 0

% of
o Number of Men Women Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Wo!nen Gender
Candidates
Analysed
Bahujan Samaj Party 181 155 26 14% 0
Bharatiya Janata Party 101 88 13 13% 0
Aam Aadmi Party 83 80 3 4% 0
National Parties
Indian National Congress 61 56 5 8% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 4 4 0 0% 0
National People's Party 1 1 0 0% 0
Rashtriya Janata Dal 143 120 23 16% 0
Janata Dal (united) 101 88 13 13% 0
All India Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 28 27 1 4% 0
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) 28 23 5 18% 0
State parties Communist Party Of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 20 19 1 5% 0
Nationalist Congress Party 15 15 0 0% 0
Communist Party of India 9 9 0 0% 0
All India Forward Bloc 4 4 0 0% 0
Rashtriya Lok Samta Party 1 1 0 0% 0
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Total

Rashtriya Lok Janshakti Party 36 29 7 19% 0

Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 876 802 74 8% 0
Independent Independent 924 836 87 9% 1

Total 2616 2357 258 10% 1

(V)
Party Criteria Party Name el Men Women Wﬁn:fen fhid
v Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Candidates Gender
Analysed
Bharatiya Janata Party 90 75 15 17% 0
Indian National Congress 90 72 18 20% 0
National Parties Bahujan Samaj Party 59 52 7 12% 0
Aam Aadmi Party 54 49 5 9% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 3 3 0 0% 0
Janta Congress Chhattisgarh (J) 77 65 11 14% 1
Samajwadi Party 22 20 2 9% 0
State parties Communist Party of India 12 12 0 0% 0
Lok Janshakti Party (ram Vilas) 3 3 0 0% 0
Lok Jan Shakti Party 1 1 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 340 290 50 15% 0
Independent Independent 430 383 a7 11% 0
Total 1181 1025 155 13% 1
Total
% of
o Number of Men Women Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Cawn::;::es Gender
Analysed
Bharatiya Janata Party 89 79 10 11% 0
Indian National Congress 89 77 12 13% 0
National Parties

Aam Aadmi Party 88 77 11 13% 0
Bahujan Samaj Party 35 31 4 11% 0
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Communist Party of India (Marxist) 1 1 0 0% 0

Jannayak Janta Party 66 59 7 11% 0

Indian National Lok Dal 51 44 7 14% 0

State parties Communist Party of India 2 2 0 0% 0
Nationalist Congress Party 1 1 0 0% 0

Nationalist Congress Party — Sharadchandra Pawar 1 1 0 0% 0

Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 144 135 9 6% 0
Independent Independent 464 423 41 9% 0

Total 1031 930 101 10% 0

Total % of .
Party Criteria Party Name 'C\laur::::gt:: Can“:izr;tes C:::ir::tnes Wo!'nen G.:":(ri:r
R Candidates
Bharatiya Janata Party 62 61 1 2% 0
Indian National Congress 39 38 1 3% 0
National Parties Bahujan Samaj Party 28 27 1 4% 0
Aam Aadmi Party 7 7 0 0% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 1 1 0 0% 0
Jammu & Kashmir Peoples Democratic Party 81 79 2 2% 0
Jammu & Kashmir National Conference 56 53 3 5% 0
Samajwadi Party 20 18 2 10% 0
Nationalist Congress Party 9 8 1 11% 0
State Parties Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thackrey) 10 1 10% 0
Janata Dal (United) 5 4 1 20% 0
J&k National Panthers Party (India) 4 3 1 25% 0
Jammu & Kashmir National Panthers Party (Bhim) 21 21 0 0% 0
Rashtriya Lok Janshakti Party 5 5 0 0% 0
All India Forward Bloc 4 4 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 175 167 8 5% 0
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Independent Independent 346 325 21 6%
Total 873 830 43 5% 0
Total
% of
o Number of Men Women Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Cawn::;::es Gender
Analysed
Bharatiya Janata Party 68 56 12 18% 0
Bahujan Samaj Party 53 48 5 9% 0
National Parties
Indian National Congress 30 23 7 23% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 9 8 1 11% 0
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 43 38 5 12% 0
Nationalist Congress Party 24 23 1 4% 0
Samajwadi Party 20 18 2 10% 0
Communist Party of India 11 10 1 9% 0
AJSU Party 10 7 3 30% 0
All India Forward Bloc 7 6 1 14% 0
State Parties
All India Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 7 7 0 0% 0
Rashtriya Janata Dal 7 6 1 14% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 4 4 0 0% 0
Janata Dal (united) 2 2 0 0% 0
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) 1 1 0 0% 0
Shiv Sena 1 1 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 323 293 29 9% 1
Independent Independent 591 530 60 10% 1
Total 1211 1081 128 11% 2
Total
% of
L Number of Men Women Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Cawn::;::es Gender
Analysed
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Bharatiya Janata Party 98 84 14 14% 0
Indian National Congress 92 83 9 10% 0
National Parties Communist Party Of India (Marxist) 77 65 12 16% 0
Bahujan Samaj Party 55 47 8 15% 0
Aam Aadmi Party 53 49 4 8% 0
Indian Union Muslim League 26 24 2 8% 0
Communist Party of India 24 19 5 21% 0
Kerala Congress (m) 12 11 1 8% 0
Kerala Congress 8 8 0 0% 0
State Parties Revolutionary Socialist Party 4 4 0 0% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 3 3 0 0% 0
Nationalist Congress Party — Sharadchandra Pawar 3 3 0 0% 0
Rashtriya Janata Dal 3 3 0 0% 0
Nationalist Congress Party 1 1 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 142 123 19 13% 0
Independent Independent 282 261 21 7% 0
Total 883 788 95 11% 0
. MadhyaPradeshAssemblyElections2023 |
Total
R Candidates
Bharatiya Janata Party 230 203 27 12% 0
Indian National Congress 230 200 30 13% 0
National Parties Bahujan Samaj Party 181 160 21 12% 0
Aam Aadmi Party 66 54 11 17% 1
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 4 4 0 0% 0
Samajwadi Party 71 60 11 15% 0
State Parties Janata Dal (united) 10 9 1 10% 0
Communist Party of India 9 8 1 11% 0
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Total

All India Forward Bloc 5 29% 0

All India Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 4 4 0% 0

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) 2 0% 0

Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 554 493 61 11% 0
Independent Independent 1166 1079 87 7% 0

Total 2534 2281 252 10% 1

% of
o Number of Men Women Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Cawn::;::es Gender
Analysed
Bahujan Samaj Party 237 217 20 8% 0
Bharatiya Janata Party 149 132 17 11% 0
National Parties

Indian National Congress 101 94 7 7% 0
Communist Party Of India (Marxist) 3 3 0 0% 0
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena 125 117 6% 0
Shiv Sena (uddhav Balasaheb Thackrey) 95 84 11 12% 0
Nationalist Congress Party — Sharadchandra Pawar 86 75 11 13% 0
Shiv Sena 81 73 8 10% 0
Nationalist Congress Party 59 54 5 8% 0
State Parties All India Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 17 15 2 12% 0
All India Forward Bloc 16 15 1 6% 0
Samajwadi Party 9 8 1 11% 0
Janata Dal (secular) 4 3 1 25% 0
Communist Party of India 2 2 0 0% 0
Indian Union Muslim League 2 2 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 1064 975 88 8% 1
Independent Independent 2086 1901 184 9% 1
Total 4136 3770 364 9% 2
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Total

(V)
Party Criteria Party Name b L Men Women Wﬁn:fen jhid
& Candidates | Candidates | Candidates . Gender
Candidates
Analysed
Indian National Congress 40 38 2 5% 0
National Parties Bharatiya Janata Party 23 20 3 13% 0
Aam Aadmi Party 4 4 0 0% 0
State Parties Mizo National Front 40 38 2 5% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 40 38 2 5% 0
Independent Independent 27 18 9 33% 0
Total 174 156 18 10% 0
Total
% of
o Number of Men Women Third
P P N W
arty Criteria arty Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates °T“e“ Gender
Candidates
Analysed
Aam Aadmi Party 70 61 9 13% 0
Indian National Congress 70 61 9 13% 0
National Parties Bahujan Samaj Party 68 61 7 10% 0
Bharatiya Janata Party 68 60 8 12% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 2 2 0 0% 0
Nationalist Congress Party 17 16 1 6% 0
Communist Party of India 5 5 0 0% 0
Rashtriya Lok Janshakti Party 2 1 1 50% 0
All India Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 2 2 0 0% 0
State Parties
Communist Party Of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 2 2 0 0% 0
All India Forward Bloc 1 1 0 0% 0
Janata Dal (united) 1 1 0 0% 0
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) 1 1 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 252 208 43 17% 1
Independent Independent 138 120 18 13% 0
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Total

699

602

96

14%

Total % of
Party Criteria Party Name \ Tl i Men Women W;men fnes
v ty Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Candidates Gender
Analysed
Bharatiya Janata Party 147 135 12 8% 0
Indian National Congress 145 124 21 14% 0
National Parties Bahujan Samaj Party 88 80 8 9% 0
Aam Aadmi Party 41 38 3 7% 0
Communist Party Of India (Marxist) 7 7 0 0% 0
Biju Janata Dal 147 112 35 24% 0
All India Forward Bloc 18 15 3 17% 0
Samajwadi Party 12 11 1 8% 0
State Parties AJSU Party 10 10 0 0% 0
Communist Party of India 10 9 1 10% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 5 0 0% 0
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 5 4 1 20% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 225 190 35 16% 0
Independent Independent 425 367 58 14% 0
Total 1285 1107 178 14% 0

Total % of
Party Criteria Party Name b L Men Women W;men fhid
v Candidates | Candidates | Candidates . Gender
Candidates
Analysed
Indian National Congress 22 21 5% 0
National Parties Bharatiya Janata Party 10 10 0% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 2 2 0 0% 0
. Naam Tamilar Katchi 28 14 14 50% 0
State Parties
All India N.R. Congress 16 14 2 13% 0
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Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 13 13 0 0% 0
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 2 2 0 0% 0
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi 2 1 1 50% 0
Communist Party Of India 1 1 0 0% 0
Indian Union Muslim League 1 1 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 80 70 10 13% 0
Independent Independent 117 105 12 10% 0
Total 294 254 40 14% 0
Total o
Party Criteria Party Name el Men Women Wﬁn:fen fhid
v Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Candidates Gender
Analysed
Bharatiya Janata Party 200 180 20 10% 0
Indian National Congress 199 171 28 14% 0
National Parties Bahujan Samaj Party 185 163 22 12% 0
Aam Aadmi Party 86 81 5 6% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 17 17 0 0% 0
Rashtriya Loktantrik Party 78 73 5 6% 0
Jannayak Janta Party 20 18 2 10% 0
All India Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 10 10 0 0% 0
Communist Party of India 9 8 1 11% 0
State Parties
Lok Janshakti Party (ram Vilas) 9 8 1 11% 0
Samajwadi Party 5 3 2 40% 0
Communist Party Of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 3 3 0 0% 0
Shiv Sena 1 1 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 319 288 31 10% 0
Independent Independent 734 668 66 9% 0
Total 1875 1692 183 10% 0
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Total

Total % of
Party Criteria Party Name b L Men Women W;men jhid
& Candidates | Candidates | Candidates . Gender
Candidates
Analysed
Bharatiya Janata Party 31 29 2 6% 0
National Parties
Indian National Congress 12 8 4 33% 0
Sikkim Democratic Front 32 32 0 0% 0
State Parties
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha 32 28 4 13% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 31 27 4 13% 0
Independent Independent 8 8 0 0% 0
Total 146 132 14 10% 0

Registered Unrecognised Parties

% of
o Number of Men Women Third
P P N W
arty Criteria arty Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Can:;::tnes Gender
Analysed
Bahujan Samaj Party 119 104 15 13% 0
Bharatiya Janata Party 33 27 6 18% 0
National Parties
Indian National Congress 28 26 2 7% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 5 4 1 20% 0
Naam Tamilar Katchi 234 117 117 50% 0
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 176 157 19 11% 0
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 172 151 21 12% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 13 12 1 8% 0
Desiya Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam 10 9 1 10% 0
State Parties
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi 8 6 2 25% 0
Communist Party of India 5 5 0 0% 0
All India Forward Bloc 3 3 0 0% 0
Indian Union Muslim League 2 2 0 0% 0
Rashtriya Janata Dal 1 1 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties 1006 898 108 11% 0
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Total

Independent Independent 2208 2058 150 7% 0
Total 4023 3580 443 11% 0
Total
% of
o Number of Men Women Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Cawn:;::tnes Gender
Analysed
Indian National Congress 118 106 12 10% 0
Bharatiya Janata Party 111 98 13 12% 0
National Parties

Bahujan Samaj Party 107 98 9 8% 0
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 19 17 2 11% 0
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 119 111 8 7% 0
All India Forward Bloc 41 40 1 2% 0
State Parties All India Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 9 9 0 0% 0
Communist Party Of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 4 4 0 0% 0
Communist Party of India 0 0% 0
Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 770 681 88 11% 1
Independent Independent 991 902 89 9% 0
Total 2290 2067 222 10% 1

% of
o Number of Men Women Third
Party Criteria Party Name Candidates | Candidates | Candidates Cawn:;::tnes Gender
Analysed
Bharatiya Janata Party 294 260 34 12% 0
Indian National Congress 293 253 40 14% 0
National Parties

Communist Party of India (Marxist) 198 165 33 17% 0
Bahujan Samaj Party 150 126 24 16% 0
All India Trinamool Congress 291 238 53 18% 0
State Parties All India Forward Bloc 24 23 1 4% 0
Revolutionary Socialist Party 18 17 1 6% 0
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Communist Party of India 17 14 3 18% 0

All India Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 12 11 1 8% 0

Rashtriya Lok Janshakti Party 9 1 11% 0

Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liberation) 9 4 5 56% 0

Indian Union Muslim League 3 3 0 0% 0

Registered Unrecognised Parties Registered Unrecognised Parties 587 507 80 14% 0
Independent Independent 1021 912 109 11% 0

Total 2926 2541 385 13% 0

Grand Total 31429 28145 3273 10% 11

Table: Women Candidates in State and UT Assembly Elections: Party-wise Analysis
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Observations and Recommendations:

Introduction:

The litmus test for a truly representative democracy and inclusive political participation seek adequate representation of women in politics. India is
the largest Parliamentary democracy with 662.9 million voters are women. Globally, as per the ranking by IPU! as of 15t March, 2025 India ranks 151
among 185 countries in terms of women’s representation in Parliament. Political empowerment of women is key to achieving gender equality. There
is a strange paradox regarding women's political participation in India where at one hand we see powerful women political leaders and on the other
hand, there are only few women in the Parliament and State Assemblies. While there is a 50 per cent quota for women in the urban local bodies
and a significant rise is also observed in registration of women as voters and female political participation, this has not translated into increased
representation in the state assemblies or Parliament. Around 49 per cent of India’s population is female; however, only 14 per cent of the members
of the current Parliament are women.

As per the 2009 Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) survey, one of the strongest deterrents to women entering politics was the lack of finances to
contest electoral campaign. The chances of winning of a female candidate with assets less than INR 10 million was 1.49 per cent only in 2024 Indian
General Election. It is to be noted that none of the 279 independent women candidates won in the 2024 General Election given the absence of
support. Because of various structural impediments women remain underrepresented in Parliamentary and State Assemblies. This lack of
representation is primarily caused by male dominated party structure, lack of inner party democracy within parties, societal norms, expectations
that prioritise traditional gender roles, caregiving duties, institutional barriers, patriarchal norms, stereotypes and biases based on physical
characteristics, cultural biases and the long prevalent notion that women are not as electable as men. Even the women from political dynasties are
mostly given safe seats previously occupied by a male family member where their win is almost assured. The highly centralized and non transparent
ticket distribution within political parties also tend to disproportionately allot tickets to mostly those women candidates who are from established
political families, dominant castes, and financially affluent groups.

! https://data.ipu.org/women-ranking/?date_month=3&date_year=2025
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Other key challenges include resource scarcity, financial constraints, proxy representation, lack of opportunities for women belonging to SC/ST and
OBC, cyber bully and harassment, gender-based violence, political violence and intimidation especially during elections. Evidently, the Panchayats
in rural areas and municipalities in urban areas have made remarkable achievements in the field of political empowerment of women. These local

bodies bring more and more women into the field of politics making significant changes in governance. It is therefore, vital to evaluate the
multilayered challenges on the way to women'’s representation in politics and policy making. For a woman to be reasonably politically represented
entails their equal involvement in electoral processes, policy-making, and leadership positions. It encompasses voting, standing for elections, holding
public office, and being involved in decision-making at all levels of governance.

Legal Framework:

India's legal framework guarantees gender equality, but the reality remains unequal. Part Il of the India Constitution guarantees the fundamental
rights of men and women. The Directive Principles of State Policy ensure economic empowerment by providing for equal pay for equal work by both
men and women, humane conditions of work, and maternity relief. Articles 325 and 326 of the Constitution guarantee political equality and the
right to vote by ensuring Universal Adult Franchise and preventing exclusion from the voter’s list based on sex. Articles 84 and 173 of the Constitution
ensure that any Indian citizen who is registered as a voter can contest elections to the Parliament or the state legislative assemblies The 73rd and
74th Constitutional Amendment Acts passed in 1992 mandated that one-third of seats in Panchayati Raj institutions (PRIs), a system of rural local
self-government in India, be reserved for women, promoting women's participation in local government. India is a signatory to the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and aligns with the Beijing Declaration on gender equality, promoting
women'’s participation in public life.

Women's reservation Bill:

The Women's Reservation Bill, first introduced in 1996 as the Constitution (81st Amendment) Bill and later tabled in 2008 as the Constitution (108th
Amendment) Bill, sought to reserve 33% of seats for women in the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies marked a historic
moment in India's legislative history. Over three decades later and six attempts to pass the measure, finally in September 2023 the 128th
Constitution Amendment Bill, referred to as the ‘Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam’ was passed with all 214 members present in the Upper House
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voting in favour of the bill. Implementation is expected after the next census and delimitation exercise. Decadal census which was to be implemented
in 2021 has been delayed indefinitely. The question, therefore, remains as to whether there is enough political will to make this commitment a law.
This delay also reflects male-dominated legislators' reluctance to address gender disparities in politics. The timely conduct of the census planned in
2026-27 is crucial to implement this bill by 2029.

Status of Women Participation in Politics in India:

The number of women MPs elected in the Lok Sabha elections was 58 in 2009, 62 in 2014, 78 in 2019, and 74 in 2024. In 1962, the female voter
turnout in Lok Sabha Elections was 46.6%, and by 2024, it significantly increased to 65.8% during the 18th Lok Sabha Elections. The number of
women contesting elections has also seen a remarkable rise. In 1957, only 45 women stood as candidates in the Lok Sabha elections. During the
18th Lok Sabha elections, this number had soared to 800, demonstrating an increasing willingness and opportunity for women to participate as
political candidates. Women representation in legislative bodies has gradually improved. In the Lok Sabha, the number of female representatives
was 22 (5%) in 1951, which increased to 74 (13.6%) in 2024. Similarly, female representation in the Rajya Sabha went up from 7% in 1952 to 13% in
2023. At the local level, women hold a more significant share of seats. In 2022, women comprised 44% of representatives in local self-government
institutions, with a total of 1,375,914 female representatives.

Women in Politics Way Forward:

Mandate on Political Parties: Steps can be taken by parties for promoting gender equality within, by introducing quotas. Every registered political
party should be legally mandated to give one third of the total number of party tickets it distributes at every election to women candidates.
Additionally, allocation of funds to women’s wings, and developing a gender action plan for its members.

Selecting women candidates based on merit: Political parties should only give tickets to worthy women candidates based on their merit and
credibility. Parties should refrain from giving tickets to the candidates based on money, muscle and family background/political dynasty which only
ends up making women as a proxy law-makers thereby defeating the whole purpose of gender equality and role of women in key policy making.

Women's tokenistic inclusion: This implies male party leaders selecting woman candidates that they can control from behind the scenes. This could
be in the form of a defeated or behind the bars male politician making women of their house as their proxy. This leads to close space for dissent,
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free decision making amongst women leaders and concentration of power in the hands of one or few powerful male politician/(s). Another sad
reality of Indian politics is that women often struggle to advance in political parties without the patronage of powerful male leaders. Therefore,
bringing courageous, credible and worthy women into National and State politics could be a significant step for women’s representation which

inturn would result in making governance more responsive to women’s interests and needs.

Role of Women Organisations: Women'’s organisations and networks within political parties and civil society must continue to help women assert
their presence within the larger political and social landscape.

Capacity Building and removal of barriers: Continuous training programs and mentorship for women in politics can build confidence and equip
them with the necessary skills for governance. Better educational opportunities for women, improved financial stability, greater media awareness
and reducing societal cultural and gender prejudices can enhance their political participation.

Promoting Gender Sensitization: Political parties and civil society must advocate for gender sensitisation programs to break societal stereotypes
and encourage equal participation of women in governance.

Technological and Financial Support: Endeavour should be made towards providing women with access to digital tools for campaigning and
communication along with financial assistance or subsidies for electoral campaigns. Adoption of political finance reforms targeting gender equality
are the need of the hour. Gender-targeted public funding may also be considered in salience with other pending reforms. Public funding to political
parties can be used as an incentive to level the playing field and increase the number of women candidates or elected women.
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DISCLAIMER

All information in this report has been taken by ADR from the website of the Election Commission of India (https://www.eci.gov.in/) and all the information is
available in public domain. ADR does not add or subtract any information, unless the EC changes the data. In particular, no unverified information from any other
source is used. While all efforts have been made by ADR to ensure that the information is in keeping with what is available in the ECI website, in case of discrepancy
between information provided by ADR through this report, anyone and that given in the ECI website, the information available on the ECI website should be
treated as correct and Association for Democratic Reforms, National Election Watch and their volunteers are not responsible or liable for any direct, indirect
special, or consequential damages, claims, demands, losses of any kind whatsoever, made, claimed, incurred or suffered by any party arising under or relating
to the usage of data provided by ADR through this report.

Itis to be noted that ADR undertakes great care and adopts utmost due diligence in analysing and dissemination of the background information of the candidates
furnished by them at the time of elections from the duly self-sworn affidavits submitted with the Election Commission of India. Such information is only aimed at
highlighting the growing criminality in politics, increased misuse of money in elections so as to facilitate a system of transparency, accountability and good
governance and to enable voters to form an informed choice. Therefore, it is expected that anyone using this report shall undertake due care and utmost
precaution while using the data provided by ADR. ADR is not responsible for any mishandling, discrepancy, inability to understand, misinterpretation or
manipulation, distortion of the data in such a way so as to benefit or target a particular political party or politician or candidate.
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