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‘BJP got 3532 crin
grants above 320K’

ADR REPORT Party received funds 12 tlmes more than the Cong

Roshan Kishore
= roshan khive.com

NEWDELHI: Association for Demo-
.cratic Reforms, an NGO which
monitors political parties in
India, released a report on
incomes of national parties for
9016-171ast month. The Bharat-
iyaJanataParty’stotalreported
income of¥1,034.27 crore was 4.6

times that of the Congress’s fig-

ure, accordingtothereport.
An ADR report released on
Wednesday addsanother dimen-
sion to this asymmetry in
incomes of the two major politi-
calpartiesin India.
In2016-17, the BJP got3532.27
. crorein donationsabove 320,000,
whichismorethan12times the
money Congress gotin similar
. donations.

ABJP spokespersondeclined
to comment. Congress spokes-
man RPN Singh said his party
had guestioned the introduction
of electoral honds and main-
tained that the biggest benefici-
ary of these bonds will be the rul-
ingparty, which will “coerceand
threaten” the people for dona-
tions. “Everybody knows why
BJP getshighest donations. The
suit-boot government that has
waived offloans worth¥1.21akh
crore of big industrialists will
obviously get more donations,”
hetold reporters.

ADR collects these statistics
from income taxdeclarations by
political parties. Political fund-
ing laws in mdia do not require
disclosure of a donor’s identity

for donations below 320,000..

. Hence, it has been a practice to
take declared donations above
thisamountasaproxy for genu-
ine corporate political funding.

These statistics suggest that
BJP’s ability to garner funds
becomes even bigger when it is

BJP'S ABILITY TO GET
FUNDS TURNS BIGGER
WHEN DEALING WITH BIG
BUSINESS - 3251.22 CR
0F 532.27 CR CAME
FROM SINGLE SOURCE,
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What the BJP got for every
rupee received by the Congress

BJP has often outperformed the Congress in terms of
corproate donations even when it has been out of power
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dealing with big business. The  factthatthe BJPhasmostlybeen
fact that ¥251.22 crore of the aheadofthe Congressintermsof

BJP’s 3532.27 crore worth of
donations in this category has
comefromjustonesource, Satya
Electoral Trust, buttresses this
argument.,

Along-term analysis of these
statistics givesanotherinterest-
inginsight. Itisexpected that the,
party in power will have a
greater income than the onein
opposition as it can run patron-
age networks more effectively.
This was the case from 2004-05 to
2012-13, when the Congress
always reported greateri income
thanthe BJP.

The BJP overtook the Con-
gress in 2013-14, which too is
understandable given the fact
that the BJP was widely seen a
party which would win the 2014
general elections.

BJP’sexcessincome over the
Congress in the next two fiscal
yearswasin keeping with earlier
trends during the United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) govern-

ment’s term. By 2016-17, thelat-

estyearfor whichdataisavaila-
ble, theincome gap between the
BJP and the Congress reached
anabnormally high level.
Whatisalsointerestingisthe

income from corporate dona-
tions (those above ¥20,000) even
whenitwasin the Opposition.

It trailed the Congressin this
category in only two of the 10
yearsthatthe UPA government
wasinpower.

Oncethe BJP captured power
in2014, its lead vis-a-vis the Con-
gress, in terms of income from
corporate donations, has been
increasing continuously, which
wasnotthe casefor the Congress
when the UPA wasin power.

“Amongbigbusiness, the BJP
has been the favoured child
because of its ‘pro-business’
image. Many business houses
were turned off with the Con-
gress’ social activism and rela-
tiveinattention tothe prototypi-
calmarket-reform agenda,” said
Milan Vaishnav, senior fellow
and director of the South Asia
program atthe CarnegieEndow-
mentfor International Peace.

He added that the one-sided
gap tells you a simple story: pri-
vately Indian business may
grumble about the Narendra
Modi government’s economic

record, buttheyfearthealterna- «

tiveeven more.
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: 'l‘I-IEBE—iARA'HYAjanata Paxty fo- .
. “'ceived R§ 532.27 crore as dona-
. tion during finandial year 2016-.
- 17,2 593 per cent increase as’

comparect totheRs 76.85 crore it

-~ -declared in the previous fiscal
~{2015-16), a repoft prepared by
- 'the'Association for Democratic -
:Reforms (ADR) and National

. “Election Watch (NEW) said. The

Indian National Congress regi

orgamsatlon ‘tha

worksin the area of electoraland

pol mcal reforms, anci the NEW a
. natiénwide campaign on'elec-

T toral reforms, prepared the report

by focusing only on donations
above Rs 20,000 received by na-

. tmnal parties during 2016-17.

- According tothe feport, the fo-
mldﬁnattons received by national

political parties between the finan-

aa]year(FY)2016—]7mcreasedby

" Rs48736 ar —anincreaseof 478%
fromRs 102,02 crore dedamd dur-

mgtheprewousﬁscaL
“The:~ report states the

_ Natmnahst Congress Party(NCP)
' 793%

Trinamool Congress (AITC) in-

crease_d by 231 pe_r cent and t_he

Communist .Party -of -India

(Marxist) by 190 per cent during
the same period, The CP, how-

- ever, registered a decrease indo-

nationsby 9 percent. . ..

- The BSPhas declared that the
party did not receive any dona-
tions above Rs 20,000 during FY
2016-17,asithasbeendeclaring
forthe past 11 years.: :

All the political parties have
submitted their respective de-
tails to the Election Compnission
ofiIndia(ECT)., - :. - ..

As per the report, the total
donations{above Rs 20,000)de-
clared by the national parties
was Rs 589.38 crore, from 2,123
donations. -

- Am_tal ofR_s 532.27_ crore was

.dedlared by BJP from 1,194 dona-

tions, while INC declared receiv-
ingRs41.90 crfrom 599 donations.
The donations declared by
B_IP_;s more than nine times the
aggregate declared by INC, NCP,
CPL, CBM and AITC for the same
period, . -
The ADR- NEW repart stated

zthat the total income of national

parties{as pertheir auditréporis)
for FY 2016-17 was .Rs 1,559.17
crore. Total income of these par-
ties from known donors — details
of donors as available from con-
tribution repott submitted by
parties to the ECl — was Rs
589.38 crore, which is 37.8 per
centof the total income.




FC BUREAU

New Delhi

] HE income of seven
national parties from
“unknown sources”

during 2016-17 was Rs
710.80 crore, while total
donations (above Rs
20,000) declared by them
stood at Rs 589.38 crore,
with BJP receiving Rs
532.27 crore from 1,194
entities, says a report,
Donations declared by
BJP is more than nine times
the aggregate declared by
Indian National Congress
(INC), Nationalist Congress

Party (NCP), Communist
Party of India (CPI), Com-
munist Party of India

(Marxist) (CPM) and All In-
dia Trinamool Congress
(AITC) for the same period,
the report by Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
said on Wednesday.

‘Rs

National parties got
711 cr donation from
unknown sources

“The
(above Rs 20,000) declared
by the national parties were

total donations

589.38 crore, from

9,123 donations. A total of
Rs 532.27 crore was de-
clared by BJP from 1,194
donations while INC de-
clared receiving Rs 41.90
crore from 599 donations,”
it said.

Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) declared that it did
not receive any donations
above Rs 20,000 during
2016-17, as it has been de-
claring for the past 11
years.
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Total donations of national
parties during 2016-17. in-
creased by Rs 487.36 crore
- from Rs 102,02 crore dur-
ing the previous financial
year 2015-16, the report
jointly prepared by ADR
and National  Election
Watch (NEW) said.
Donations to. BJP in-
creased from Rs 76.85
crore during 2015-16 to Rs
532.27 crore in 2016-17,

while that of NCP  in-
creased from Rs 71 lakh in '

 12015-16 to Rs 6.34 crore in

12016-17, the Delhi-based

%S_nugw_w&m Emo mo:m. ¥

tions to AITC increased by

231 per cent, CPM and

INC have. declared an in-
crease of 190 per cent and
105 per cent, respectively,
as per their donation re-
ports for 2015-16 and
2016-17, while that of CPI

decreased by O per cent, it
said. The total income of

national parties for 2016-
17 was Rs 1,559.17 crore.
Total income of national
parties from known donors

able from contribution re-
port submitted by the par-
ties to the Election Com-

(details of donors as avail- -

the seven national parties
in 2016-17, the report said.
_ Total income of the parties
~ from other known sources

(sale of assets, membership
bank interest, sale of

fees,

‘publications and party levy)

was. Rs 258.99 crore, or
. 16.61 per omﬁn of &m total
income.

As per ADR, total in-
come of seven national par-
ties from unknown sources
(income specified in IT re-
- turns whose sources ' are

‘unknown) for 2016-17 was

Eﬁmwodv smm mm mmo wm..m
crore, which is 37.8 per
cent om the total income of -
_all over India. BJP’s total

g

Rs 710. me crore, ﬁdomk_um
45,59 per cent of the total
income of the parties from

income from = unknown
sources, including volun-
tary contributions and mis-

cellaneous income, was Rs
464.94 crore during 2016-
17, while that of Congress’

SSH income from un-

- known sources stood m_..da i
1 126.124 crore.

The report further mﬁm
that 708 donations to na-
tional parties were  made by
corporate/business sectors

-amounting to Rs 563.24

crore (95.56. umn cent of to-

tal no:mnaqu while 1, wmp
individual donors no.bwﬁmm
Rs 25.07 crore (4.25 per
cent of total donations) to
the parties during 2016-17,

ADR said that 531 dona- |
tions from corporate/busi-
ness sectors were made to

~BJP (Rs 51543 crore)

while 663  individual

~donors donated Rs 16.82

crore to the party during

2016-17; INC received a

total of Rs 36.06 crore via
98 donations from corpo- |
rate/business sectors and
Rs 5.84 crore through 501
individual donors during
2016-17.
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- In2016-17, parties
‘unknown sources’
NewDelhi: Theincomeof sev-
en national parties from “un-
known sources” during 2016-17
was Rs 710,80 crore, while total -
donations (above Rs 20,000) de-
clared by them stood at Rs
589.38 crore, with BJP receiv-
ingRs532.27 crorefrom1,194en-

. tities,saysareport. =

: Donationsdeclared by BJP

i ismorethanninetimestheag-

i gregate declared by Indian

i National Congress (INC), Na-

" tionalist Congress Party

i (NCP), Communist Party of
India(CPI), Communist Party |
of India (Marxist) (CPM) and
AllTndia Trinamool Congress
(AITC) for the same period,
the report by Association for

- Democratic Reforms (ADR)
said on Wednesday.
~ “The total donations
(above Rs 20,000) declared by
the national parties was Rs
589.88 crore, from 2,123 dona-
tions. A total of Rs532.27crore
wasdeclared by BJPfrom1,194
donations while INC declared
receiving Rs 41.90 crore from
599donations,” itsaid.

BSPdeclared thatitdidnot
receive any donations above
Rs 20,000 during 2016-17, as it
hasbeendeclaringforthepast
liyears. -

Total donations of parties
during 2016-17 increased by Rs
487.36 crore from Rs 102.02
crore during 2015-16, the report

. Jointly prepared by ADR and

i National Election Watch

i (NEW)said. pmi
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7 national parties got ?71m1"6fih
donatton from unknown SOUrces -

in 2016-17, says ADR report

'PNS M NEW DELHI

T he income of seven nation-

al parties from “unknown

sources” during 2016-17 was

3710.80 crore, while total dona-
tions (above ¥20,000) declared
by them stood at T589.38 crore,
with BJP receiving ¥532.27
crore from 1,194 donations.
‘Donations declared by BJP
is more than nine times the
amount put together by
Congress, Nationalist Congress

Party (NCP), Communist Party -

of India (CPI), Communist
Party of India (Marxist) (CPM)
and All India Trinamool
Congress (AITC) for the same
period. The Congress on the
other hand said it got a sum of

341.90 crore from 599 dona- -

tions.

Accordmg to a report by
the Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR), which focused
| on donations above ¥20,000

received by the national oht—
ical parties, during the
cial year 2016-17, the tota.i
donations (above <20,000)
| declared by the national parties
was ¥589.38 crore, from 2,123
donations. .
‘A total of T532.27 crore
was declared by BJP from 1,194
donations while Congress
declared receiving ¥41.90 crore
from 599 donations,” it said.
As it had been declaring for
. the past 11 years, BSP again
declared that the party did not
receive any donations above
%20,000 during FY 2016-17.

The report has also noted that

the total income of the-seven

national parties from unknown
sources for 2016-17 was
<710.80 crore, which makes for
about 45.59 per cent of the total
income of the parties from all
over India.

“Total donations of nation-
al parties during 2016-17
increased by ¥487.36 crore
from ¥102.02 crore during the
previous financial year 2015-
16,” it said,

The report says donations
to BJP increased from T76.85
crore during 2015-16 to
$532.27 crore in 2016-17,
while that of NCP increased
from ¥71lakh in 2015-16 to
$6.34 crore in 2016-17.,
Also, donations to AITC
increased by 231 per cent,
CPM and Congress have
declared an increase of 190
per cent and 105.per cent,
respectively, as per their dona-
tion reports for 2015-16 and
2016-17, while that of CPI
decreased by 9 per cent, it
said.friny

The total income of
national parties for 2016-17
was ¥1,559.17 crore.

Total income of national
parties' from known donors
(details of donors as available

- from contribution report sub-

mitted by the parties to
Election Commission) was
¥589.38 crore,"which is 37.8.
per cent of the total income of
the seven national parties in
2016-17, the report said.




