
 

Page 1 of 3 
 

Press Release 

14th Feb,’16 

Crime and money power with lack of transparency in finances of parties affect 

governance & trust of people:  

North East Regional Consultation general consensus  
  

New Delhi: Over 25 speakers, including Shri Siddharth Bhattacharya (Former State President, BJP), former CECs, Dr 

S.Y. Quraishi and Shri H.S. Brahma, esteemed academicians Dr. Mridhul Hazarika (VC, Gauhati University), Prof. 

Sanjoy Hazarika (Director at the Centre for North East Studies at Jamia Millia University), members of the Judiciary, 

Shri Malay Sengupta (Former Chief Justice, Sikkim High Court), Shri K.K.Roy (Sr. Advocate at Tripura High Court) and 

eminent journalists including Shri Paranjoy Thakurta (Veteran Journalist, Political commentator & Author), Ms. Patricia 

Mukhim (Editor, The Shillong Times) and Shri. Jayanta Kr. Bhattacharya (Bureau Chief, PTI, and Tripura) spoke on various 

issues related to the crime and money power in the political arena and the need for electoral and political reforms, 

specific to the North East Region. The Consultation was jointly organised by Assam Election Watch and Association 

for Democratic Reforms (ADR) at the NEDFi Convention Centre, here today.  

The Consultation began with a brief introduction by State Coordinator of Assam Election Watch and Founder-

Trustee of NEST, Shri Tasaduk Ariful Hussain, emphasised on the prevailing ills of crime and money power in the 

North East Region and the need for ushering in greater financial transparency in the functioning of political parties. 

He ended his speech by stating that he hoped to get concrete suggestions from the panel for action to improve the 

current scenario.  

While chairing the session titled ‘Transparency, Accountability and Good Governance – Their presence and 

absence’, the Head of ADR, Maj.Gen.Anil Verma (Retd.) said, “The Central Information Commission, on 3rd June, 

2013, had declared the six National Political Parties as public authorities thereby asking them to disclose 

information under the RTI Act. But the parties have failed in following the orders thereby embracing an opaque way 

of functioning. There is also the additional layer of opacity in the distribution of tickets to the interested candidates. 

If the parties adhere to their promises in their manifestos, by the end of their term, the Civil Society Organisations 

and the voters, together, would then be able to easily access the parties’ performance”. 

Speaking on the issue, Shri Siddhartha Bhattacharya stated, “The political system is ever-changing and electoral 

reforms are necessary to keep the political parties and their members accountable to the public at large”. Giving his 

views on the issue of candidates with a criminal background, he said, “While it is important that criminals be 

weeded out of the system completely, it would not be acceptable to deny reformed criminals an opportunity to 

serve the public but only after setting parameters for the candidates before distribution of tickets.” Prof Sanjoy 

Hazarika, Director, Centre for NE Studies and Policy Research, Jamia Millia Islamia University, Managing Trustee, C-NES, 

felt that transparency in the functioning of political parties and their representatives is directly linked to good 

governances. He added, “The nexus between crime, money power and the political system is a worrying factor. 

Regular interaction between the elected representatives and the public is necessary to promote trust. These could 

be in the form of assembly meetings, one-to-one, through the various NGOs working in the area”.  

“Based on the analysis of election expenditure incurred by political parties and their candidates, it appear that the 

expenses are always declared within the limit set by the government but in reality, the expenditure on hoardings, 

tea and transport is much higher than what is declared”, said Shri Malay Sengupta, adding his views on the subject 

of Transparency, Accountability and Good Governance. He was of the opinion that “Unless the declarations made 

by candidates in their affidavits and those made by parties in their expenditure and donations statements are 

scrutinized by reputed authorities, false declarations will continue to fool the voters”. 
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Chairing the session titled “Financial transparency in the functioning of political parties”, former Chief Election 

Commissioner, Dr S.Y.Quraishi stated strongly that unless there was basic transparency in the finances of political 

parties, further reforms such as state funding of parties, bringing them under the ambit of the RTI Act and 

functioning as a successful democracy would not be possible. He said, “There are established political parties which 

claim not to receive any donations above Rs 20,000 for the sole purpose of keeping the details of donors under the 

veil of opacity which creates doubts in the minds of the common man.” Speaking on the conduct of elections, he 

said “More than 11 million bureaucrats work in and alongside the Election Commission to make the election process 

smooth, free and fair. Thus, as long as there is no political interference in the administration of the system, everyone 

is competent to make the right decisions with a larger goal to serve the public at large”. Veteran journalist and 

political commentator, Shri Paranjoy Guha Thakurtha agreed with Dr. Quraishi’s views on transparency and added, 

”There is a lack of political will to bring out changes in the electoral and political set up so as to improve 

transparency in the finances of parties. Apart from a mechanism to scrutinise all the submissions made by the 

parties, including their donations and expenditure statements, the parties should also come forward in bringing 

about the change that they wish to see in other parties”. 

Air Marshal Anjan Gogoi, added to the observations of Mr Thakurta and said, “While it is necessary to have 

complete transparency in the functioning of parties, I would disagree with Dr Quraishi regarding public funding of 

parties as it might lead to the ruling party being funded the most”. On the issue of corruption, he felt “It is definitely 

a national security threat as unscrupulous elements can influence politicians in doing their bidding”. While 

concurring with the views of other panel members, Prof Deven Dutta concluded, “Corruption is rampant in Assam 

as I have personally experienced in the course of my work and personal life. I stress on the fact that the ECI should 

be empowered to take action against parties and candidates erring in the electoral sphere”. 

Speaking on “Crime and money power in the North East Region – issues and solutions”, members of Tripura, 

Nagaland and Meghalaya Election Watch recollected their experience in weeding out the ills plaguing their 

respective states. The session was chaired by former CEC, Shri H.S.Brahma who said, “Crime and money power are 

issues plaguing not just Assam and the seven sisters but the entire nation! If the common man, the voters, are quiet 

on the issues related to their wellbeing and survival, threatened by the political system, then by default, the 

common man is abetting such injustice”. Speaking specifically about the attitude of the people of the North East, 

Shri Brahma strongly said, ”People of the North East should speak out more on the injustice, violence, corruption, 

political malpractices so that the citizens of the whole country realise the problems of this part of the country”. 

Shri K.K.Roy, member of the Tripura Election Watch and Founder of Tripura Human Rights Institute and a senior 

advocate at the Tripura High court, said “The Election Commission of India does a commendable job in ensuring free 

and fair elections but that golden period lasts only for a few months. Unless the Election Commission takes punitive 

action against those who submit false statements in their affidavits and on the parties who are regular defaulters in 

submitting their statements, money power will find new ways to raise its ugly head”.   

Adding to his views, Coordinator of Tripura State Election Watch, Shri Biswendu Bhattacharjee, gave suggestions 

specific to his state and said, “Regulation of functioning of political parties by the Election Commission is crucial in 

ushering in the much needed trust of the people in the political setup. In order to curb money and muscle power in 

the election process, the announcement and the poll schedule of elections, both Assembly and Lok Sabha, should be 

made at least six months ahead of the due date so that the entire administration of the state is under the ECI to 

implement stringent laws”. Shri Kuovi Angami of Nagaland Election Watch was of the view that “Booth capturing is 

still a major issue, specifically during Assembly Elections where criminals in the name of party workers indulge in 

booth capturing while display of money power is rampant”. Ms Mayfereen Ryntathiang, Meghalaya State 

Coordinator stated “It is important that citizens too admit that accepting or giving bribes in exchange for favours 

breeds crime that creates an environment of mistrust and intimidation. So citizens need to speak up on the issue of 

corruption but is there any guarantee of their safety?”  
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Talking on the session titled “Women Legislators: Presence and Effectiveness in decision-making”, Ms.Monisha 

Bahel, Executive Director, North-East Network, said, “One of the reasons behind a low percentage of women 

legislators/ Parliamentarians or even women candidates is due to the patriarchal mind-set of not just the male 

members of the society but also other women. Those who are interested in becoming a part of the political set up 

are discouraged by pointing out that a woman’s place is not in politics. Out of 24 MPs in the Lok Sabha from the 

North East, only 2 are women. Unless the mind-set of the society is altered regarding participation of women in 

politics, a much larger change in the electoral and political arena is a long way away”. 

Dr. Mridhul Hazarika, Vice Chancellor of Guahati University felt that the role of a woman is very crucial in everyday 

life. He said, “While we look up to the women for all our needs, we fail to realise her capacity to govern and bring 

out the much needed reforms in the society”. Ms Anuradha Sarma Pujari Senior Journalist and Editor of Sadin and 

Satsori added by views by stating “ Ms Sumita Ghose, who chaired the session concluded by saying “Even 

organised section of the society like the corporates do not acknowledge the important role a woman plays. In the 

political sphere, based on personal experience, women are trying to carve a place for themselves by slowly 

beginning to understand the process and take the decision making process along with men” 

Speaking on and chairing the session titled “Paid news and its repercussions in the democratic set-up”, Shri 

Paranjoy Guha Thakurta said “When a journalist is writing an article or producing a program to be telecast based 

on money or gifts accepted to do the same, the journalist causes three series of deceptions: 1. Fooling the reader/ 

viewer by not telling them that the journalist was not paid or bought for the sole purpose of writing a particular 

article; 2. Not reporting the fraud by the candidate when he/ she paid, under the table, to write for or against a 

person, 3. Non-disclosure of bribe/corruption thereby hoodwinking the ECI and the voters on the malpractice behind 

closed doors”. 

Ms Patricia Mukhim, Editor, The Shillong Times, former member National Security Advisory Board said, “As a 

member of the media house, it is difficult to decide on whether to apologise for the sorry state the media is in or 

take the side of those journalists who have toiled really hard over the years to bring genuine news to the masses. If 

the current scenario continues, it would be difficult for the future reader to distinguish between real news and paid 

news” 

Mr. Jayanta Kr. Bhattacharya, Bureau Chief, PTI, Tripura said, “Paid news is a weed corrupting the basic fabric of 

journalism where the reader is left in the dark about the origin of the news printed/ telecast but absorbs it as a matter of 

fact. Such disrespect of journalism, which is considered the fourth estate, is a shame”. Mr J.P.Saikia said, “Paid news is 

an anachronism as news cannot not be paid. Hence it is advertisement in the guise of news”. 
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