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Tribute to Prof. Jagdeep S. Chhokar

The Hindu- Jagdeep Chhokar: a relentless pursuer of democratic reforms

. The Hindu- Jagdeep S. Chhokar: A voice for the Indian voter

The Logical Indian- Jagdeep Chhokar, ADR Co-Founder Who Championed Electoral
Transparency, Passes Away at 81

Indian Express- Avid bird watcher and crusader of electoral reforms, Professor
Jagdeep Chhokar leaves a lasting legacy at IMA

Deccan Herald- Jagdeep Chhokar, whom India turned to when it wanted to fight for
electoral reforms, is no more

Times of India- Jagdeep Chhokar: The professor who taught Indian democracy a
lesson

Times of India-_Jagdeep Chhokar turned lens on polls & politicians

Times of India- The academic who worked for transparency. accountability in
elections

Livemint- 'Not just the loss of a man': Jagdeep Chhokar, ADR founder, dies at 81.
Who was he?

Outlook Business- Who Was Jagdeep Chhokar ? ADR Founder Who Passed Away at
81

The News Minute- Jagdeep S Chhokar, pioneer of electoral reforms and ADR co-

founder, passes away at 81
India Today- ADR founder Jagdeep Chhokar passes away

Hindustan Times- Jagdeep Chhokar, credited with role in major electoral reforms,
dies at 81

The Wire- Jagdeep S. Chhokar, Champion of Electoral Reforms and Transparency,
Passes Away at 81

The Wire- Jagdeep Chhokar — a Fierce Crusader For Democratic Reforms
India TV- Jagdeep Chhokar passes away: All about ADR co-founder who

championed electoral reforms in India

CNBC TV18- Jagdeep Chhokar, ADR co-founder and crusader for clean elections,
passes away at 80

CNBC TV 18- Professor Jagdeep Chhokar was a relentless crusader for electoral

reforms, says ADR Head

Business Standard- Obituary: Jagdeep Chhokar led fight against flaws in India's poll
system

New Indian Express- Jagdeep Chhokar: The Mozart of Indian democracy

. New Indian Express- Relentless reformer who made democracy accountable
22.

New Indian Express- ‘Unsung soldier of democracy’ and staunch advocate of

electoral reforms Jagdeep Chhokar passes away at 81

Indian Express- ‘A crusader for clean elections and electoral reforms’: ADR founder
Jagdeep Chhokar passes away at 80

Indian Express- Prashant Bhushan remembers Jagdeep S Chhokar: Champion of

accountability
Maktoob Media- Jagdeep Chhokar, Association for Democratic Reforms co-founder,

passes away at 81
Scroll.in- Jagdeep Chhokar, co-founder of Association for Democratic Reforms, dies
at 80
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https://thewire.in/rights/jagdeep-s-chhokar-champion-of-electoral-reforms-and-transparency-passes-away-at-81
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https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/2025/Sep/13/relentless-reformer-who-made-democracy-accountable
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The Tribune- Jagdeep Chhokar, co-founder of Association for Democratic Reforms,
dies at 81; body to be donated

The Tribune- Jagdeep Chhokar, co-founder of Association for Democratic Reforms
dies at 80

The Tribune- Jagdeep Chhokar’s body donated to LHMC for medical research

The South First- Jagdeep S Chhokar, electoral reforms activist and ADR co-founder,
passes away at 81

Sabrang India- Jagdeep Chhokar: A relentless pursuer of electoral and democratic
reforms passes away

Vibes of India- Jagdeep Chhokar Passes Away: A Relentless Voice For Electoral
Justice And Democratic Integrity

The Telegraph- Jagdeep Singh Chhokar, ADR co-founder and crusader for electoral
reforms, passes away at 80

The Telegraph- Jagdeep Chhokar, IIM director whose ADR made politicians divulge

information, passes away
The Quint- Remembering Jagdeep S Chhokar: A Relentless Crusader for Clean

Politics

Madhyamam- Jagdeep Chhokar: Pioneer of electoral reforms passes away at 81
Legal Maestros- The inanity of Jagdeep Chhokar By Retired Supreme Court Justice
Katju

. The Statesman-_‘Democracy crusader’ Jagdeep Chhokar passes away
39.

News laundry-_Jagdeep Chhokar’s death marks a setback for India’s fight for clean
politics

National Herald-_Jagdeep S. Chhokar (1944-2025): Relentless sentinel of India’s
democratic soul

National Herald- Jagdeep Chhokar (1944-2025): Crusader for clean politics lays down
the torch

National Herald- He taught us to defend democracy — farewell, Jagdeep Singh
Chhokar

Dainik Jagran MP CG- ADR Founder Prof. Jagdeep S. Chhokar passes away at 81,

Left Legacy of Six Landmark Electoral Reforms
Moneylife- Jagdeep S Chhokar, Co-Founder of ADR, Passes Away at 81

. NewsGram-_Jagdeep Chhokar Aspired for Electoral Reforms; India’s Backsliding in

Electoral Transparency and Slow Reforms Continued to Frustrate Him Till Last

Breath and He Kept Fighting

Bhaskar English- Adr co-founder Prof. Chhokar passes away:PhD from Louisiana
University: brought NOTA to EVMs, pushed for electoral bonds to be scrapped
Bhaskar English- ADR founder Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar passes away:Championed 6
major electoral reforms, including ending electoral bonds: studied law pre-retirement
to navigate landmark petitions

The Health site- Jagdeep S Chhokar Death News: Pioneer Of Electoral And Political
Reforms Dies At 81 Due To Heart Attack

Devdiscourse- Remembering Jagdeep S Chhokar: A Crusader for Clean Elections
MSN- Jagdeep Chhokar: The professor who taught Indian democracy a lesson

. Evrim Agaci- Jagdeep Chhokar Dies At 80 After Shaping Indian Electoral Reform
52.

53.

The Indian Awaaz-_Prof Jagdeep S. Chhokar, Co-founder of ADR, Passes Away at 81
Timeline Daily- ADR Co-Founder Jagdeep Chhokar Dies At 80
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DT Next- Jagdeep Chhokar, ADR co-founder and crusader for clean elections. passes
away at 80

. PTI- Jagdeep Chhokar, ADR co-founder and crusader for clean elections, passes awa

at 80

Economic Times-_Jagdeep Chhokar, ADR co-founder and crusader for clean
elections, passes away at 80

India Tomorrow- Memorial Service Honours Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar’s Life, [ .egacy, and
Contributions to Democracy

Radiance News- Memorial Service Honours Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar’s Life, [Legacy, and
Contributions to Democracy

Civil Society Online: Jagdeep Chhokar: Fearless, frank and great fun

Hindi Coverage:
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&ToTp ST~ ADR DI-BI3SR gl BIHR Dl [oTeleT:JeloTellall 2feTa™icT & PhD; EVM
3 NOTA AT, SATTIRA dles Ted DRI Sl DA IC TDBISA

foTP eT=cp- ADR DI3SR Al BIh Dl [o1eeT: ST dies Bedlal oidl 6 aS TR
PRAC; RCRRC A T8 Al ol JGls bl Alteh SITeIehIC HIs] {dh

qoTl H1&f1- Jagdeep Chhokar passes away: ADR IS8 Il BIh? Dl [o1eled, Telld JeRl o
S @8 Bl of BT 3189t fetant

BIYell3l- Jagdeep Chhokar: CTIehA= b AGTol IB-L AL, STolald Bleh ol [oTelel, ADR bl
AT TeAld HEIRT Dl Tl

PTI- TS I3R & UE-HTeldD SIlGId BIh bl [oTeled

CRNEE- BIPR: Felld LR b [T AUdRA AR 5 altet

AR CISIT- ADR b HB-HAMUD SGI] BIh? AB 138

SAASTRA CISoA- Jagdeep Chhokar Death : FATd IR b Aol URICPIR... TSIAR D
RIS SHIGIT BIh bl [oTeled

ATSRA CISoT- SATCRA dles, TeRIAL Pl (BT 33 el SEEIT Bl &b Feolid
A 33 5 ABcAqOl Hell?

STl TSR b HB-HTAMUD ST BIhT Dl [oTelet, Tl Tolld kA THdrS
prail A 8 AvE fpen we

T Acctel Tld- ADR & Hweladh 3R Felld HelR &b (g Siiaet Je1fdd dvat arad
SIOIEIT BIhR ol foTeled

3[S RISl ¢S- Jagdeep S Chhokar: STAGIATSIL &b HIeTe] ATC IILIGAR] T ITACAT TSR,
et opl fCcAdari JfRIprR.. 81 bl 351 ot & areit fotelat

afSopT- B8 Folld JelR D ALGI SIS BID, 81 a bl 3] 3t ADR HweIdh bl
831 foTeret

RlcAlea - ATt 3 TRERIAT P ST AP NBHR ASIET TH Bl ol [o1eleT
fersteiet TCSS- ADR @b TB-T=elUh 3R FeAld JLRL b AR PR DR SBPICIT Blh
DT 80 T bt 31 3 foterst

UhaTA- Albdd <l geie JAErst & gl STelald BIhr, d5d o dadidl Pl Sl a7
3ART

ANBTA- Dot & SRICIT TH BIpR?, TAT8 Jelld 3T HeIRI B ALl
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107. The Focus India- Prof Chhokar : ADRT S{=eIldh J1. BIb: A [oTelet; eTasoam
I T DROIREI 6 ST RO Bl

108. P HI- TS B3R IEUwllddh Slolcld Bl Ui foTeled

109. NT News- 58es8 35 IRPIBICE $EE 830y Sareg

110. Divya marathi- ADR 2 TweIdch gL.BIh AUl [o1elet:fcTaso[eh AR g bt
AR 6 A= LR beel: T gl prele=n 318

111. Free Press Journal- [cTdS0[ch FeIROMA T1eIh SIRGIT Blarah? i foTelet

112. ADOT ST A- 03 3R A=IIh SRl Blabr i foreret

113. Newz Cafe- Jagdeep S Chhokar passes away: ADR of| 216-22I1US %2I€]Y 9152 &6d

€1 oiefl, A el Ful1 Avikid i (Gefai Hecayel ejBis] pivd) ed.

YouTube-

114, Ravish Kumar Official- 3TAAGT SI3IEIT BIb, SToTdl b [ Felld AR

115. The Wire- 181 38 Electoral Reform &b a1l=1ch Jagdeep S Chhokar
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128. Paranjoy Online- "The nexus between Indian politics and big business has become

stronger" - Prof Jagdeep Chhokar
129. News 24- Mahaul Kya Hal: Jagdeep Chhokar Pt &2 Rajeev Ranjan o TATS Jotchl
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130. ExplainX- Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar - A Tireless Voice for Democracy Remembered.
131. ExplainX-Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar Fought Tooth and Nail to Save Democracy - His

Most Powerful Excerpts
132. Janpaksha- Why Jagdeep Chhokar Will Always Be Remembered in Indian

Democracy
133. World News & Songs Al Talk- Jagdeep Chhokar passes away All about ADR

cofounder who championed electoral reforms in India
134. Mighty Podcast- How One Man Transformed India’s Democracy: The Untold Story

of Jagdeep Chhokar

135. Geopolitical Tamasha-_Jagdeep Chhokar and Democracy at Crossroads| #Bolsonaro
#Election Commission #Vote Chori #SIR

136. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD - IIMA- Jagdeep
Chhokar On [IMA’s Faculty Autonomy

137. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD - IIMA-Jagdeep
Chhokar on Becoming a Crusader for Electoral Reforms

138. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD - [IMA-_Jagdeep
Chhokar on Early Years and Joining [IMA in 1985

139. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD - [IMA- Jagdeep
Chhokar on Starting Association for Democratic Reforms

140. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD - IIMA- Jagdeep
Chhokar on Reflections on [IMA’s Administrative Staff

141. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD - IIMA- Jagdeep
Chhokar on Becoming a Crusader for Electoral Reforms

142. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD - [IMA- Jagdeep
Chhokar On Ornithology and Vultures

143. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD - [IMA- Jagdeep

Chhokar On Being a Bad Consultant
YouTube Shorts-
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Instagram-
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147. gujjar_revolutionary-_Jagdeep Chhokar: A Pioneer of Electoral Reforms Dies

148. pathways.noida (Pathways School Noida)- We deeply mourn the passing of Mr.

Jagdeep S. Chhokar, Professor and Former Dean at the Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad

149. thecaravanmagazine- Amid the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, the independent journalist
Ajaz Ashraf spoke to Jagdeep S Chhokar, one of the founders and trustees of the ADR,
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150. markyourpresence org- Today, we have lost someone who dedicated his life to
democratic reforms and transparent elections. Chhokar Sir’s impact on electoral reforms has
not only inspired us but also leaves behind a lasting legacy.

151. fayedsouza-_Jagdeep Chhokar, 1944-2025

152. aajeevikabureau- We mourn the passing of our Founding Chairperson, Prof. Jagdee
Chhokar. His wisdom, courage, and guidance will continue to inspire Aajeevika’s journey.
Rest in power, Jagdeep sir.

|l

153. youthkiawaaz-_"Until political parties are not made democratic, we cannot say that
there is democracy in the country."

154. mo.of.everything- Jagdeep Chhokar, co-founder of the Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) and former [IM Ahmedabad professor, passed away at 80

Twitter / X-

155. Ajit Anjum- @ajitanjum- ADR T J=ITAh] 31 T TP T3 BIhR DT ST
foterst 8t aren

156. Pawan Khera- @Pawankhera- Rest in peace, Jagdeep Chhokar.

157. Nitin Sethi- @nit_set- We have lost an indefatigable defender of Indian democracy

158. Manoj Kumar Jha- @manojkjhadu-_Cannot believe this news!!!

159. The Hindu- @the hindu- Jagdeep S. Chhokar, co-founder of the Association for
Democratic Reforms, who passed away in Delhi on Friday

160. Mint- @livemint- 'Not just the loss of a man' Jagdeep Chhokar, ADR founder, dies at
80. Who was he?

161. Frontline- @frontline india- Deeply saddened by the passing of Prof. #Jagdeep S.
#Chhokar.

162. Scroll.in- @scroll_in-_“The loss of Prof Jagdeep Chhokar is tragic,” Former Election
Commissioner Ashok [avasa said. “He spearheaded the Association of Democratic Reforms

163. ellofacts- @ellofacts- Jagdeep Singh Chhokar, ADR co-founder and electoral reform
pioneer, dies at 81, leaving behind a strong legacy of transparency in democracy.

164. Damini Nath- @DaminiNath- ‘A crusader for clean elections and electoral reforms’:
ADR founder Jagdeep Chhokar passes away at 80

165. Patrika Hindi News- @PatrikaNews- c181 38 Tolld IR b LGl Sl BIDT,
81 a9 cbl 3M=] 3t ADR =I1Uch bl 831 [o1elat

166. Hindustan Times- @htTweets- Jagdeep Chhokar, credited with role in major electoral
reforms, dies at 81

167. Milan Vaishnav- @MilanV- What an awful week. Jagdeep Chhokar was a fearless
advocate for cleaner politics in India.

168. Moneylife- @Moneylifelndia- Jagdeep S Chhokar, Co-Founder of ADR, Passes
Away at 81

169. The Lallantop- @TheLallantop- Teildl 3R A IAeh JEIRL b (AT hrat chrat
et Twell, TAIITEA 3w SAicd R (ADR) &b FTIAD SoIEId BIH Pl
foterst.

170. The Tribune- @thetribunechd- #JagdeepChhokar, co-founder of Association for
Democratic Reforms, dies at 80

171. Jamaat-e-Islami Hind- @JIHMarkaz- 1 am deeply saddened at the passing of

Professor Jagdeep S. Chhokar, an outstanding academic, fearless activist
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172. Director, LHMC- @DirectorLHMC- Dept of Anatomy humbly acknowledges the
voluntary body donation of Late Jagdeep Singh Chhokar- founding member of Association
for Democratic Reforms & former Dean, [IMA

173. Arvind Kejriwal- @ArvindKejriwal- | was shocked to hear about the sad news of
Prof Jagdeep Chhokar’s demise this morning.

174. Vihar Durve- @ViharDurve- Unfortunate Jagdeep Chhokar , champion of
transparency accountability electoral process..is no more..

175. Maktoob- @MaktoobMedia- Chhokar, who holds a Ph.D. from Louisiana State

University, USA, served as professor, dean, and director-in-charge at [IM Ahmedabad before
devoting the last 25 years of his life to the cause of free and fair elections.

176. Harsh Mander- @harsh_mander- Immensely saddened by sudden passing of Jagdeep
Chhokar, ADR founder Chhokar was a gentle giant

177. Supriya Shrinate- @SupriyaShrinate- In Jagdeep Chhokar Ji’s passing we have lost a
fierce crusader for democracy, transparency and accountability in public life.

178. Maddila Gurumoorthy- @GuruMY SRCP- Jagdeep S. Chhokar Ji, co-founder of the
Association for Democratic Reforms and former professor at [IM Ahmedabad

179. National Herald- @NH _India- After his retirement, #JagdeepChhokar confronted the
political class unwilling to reform itself, fighting back with a patience and conviction honed
from decades of bird watching.

180. C Uday Bhaskar- @theUdayB-_Very saddened : Om Shanti Sir #JagdeepChhokar
181. Sravasti Dasgupta- @SravastiDasgup2- Always ready for a conversation on any issue

of electoral reform, transparency, asking the most pointed questions in demanding
accountability, offering invaluable guidance and simple explanation of complex issues and
their implications. RIP Jagdeep S. Chhokar

182. Apar Gupta- @apar1984-_Condolences to Jagdeep Chhokar's family and friends on
his passing. Todays, is a tragic day for the social service sector and the entire country.

183. NewsDrum- @thenewsdrum- Jagdeep Chhokar, ADR co-founder and crusader for
clean elections, passes away at 80

184. Saurabh shukla- @Saurabh_Unmute- ST3lc1d D AL DI b [ERTST ST L

STL, 3 Al ABA BIET TISL & TR SeADI SIeil ABAR HISL deilel chl ASTS ASel dlell
b [e1Q erarpt &

185. Dayashankar Mishra- @DayashankarMi- Jagdeep Chhokar: a relentless pursuer of
democratic reforms - The Hindu

186. Vibes of India- @vibesofindia_ - With Jagdeep Chhokar's death, #India has lost a
Conscience Keeper. He Was A Relentless Voice For Electoral Justice And Democratic
Integrity.

187. Lagatar News- @lagatarIN- ADR D B TTede] FIhHR Sloleld BIh bl foTelel

188. Nikhil Pahwa- @nixxin- My uncle Jagdeep Chhokar @JagdeepChhokar, co-founder
of @adrspeaks passed away early this morning.
189. Anjali Bhardwaj- @AnjaliB_- Jagdeep Chhokar’s passing is a colossal loss for the

nation. He was a fierce crusader for democratic reforms in the country.
190. Dipankar- @Dipankar_cpiml- Deeply shocked to hear of the passing of Prof. Jagdeep

Chhokar, co-founder of Association for Democratic Reforms

191. Neha Rathi- @neha305-_ Mr. Jagdeep Chhokar’s passing away is a huge loss to the
country and a deep personal loss.

192. ashok lavasa- @AshokLavasa- The loss of Prof Jagdeep Chhokar is tragic. He

spearheaded the Association of Democratic Reforms
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193. ParanjoyGuhaThakurta- @paranjoygt- This is unbelievable but true. Prof Jagdeep
Chhokar, one of the founders of the Association for Democrtic Reforms
194. SANJAY HEGDE- @sanjayuvacha- Jagdeep Chhokar of the Association for

Democratic Reforms and formerly of IIM-A, passed away early this morning after a massive
heart attack.

195. The New Indian Express- @NewIndianXpress- A leading voice for electoral and
political reforms in India, #JagdeepChhokar passed away at 81

196. Manish Sisodia- @msisodia- Heartbroken to hear about the passing of Jagdeep
Chhokar ji.

197. Arvind Gunasekar- @arvindgunasekar- Huge loss to democracy and transparency.

RIP Jagdeep Chokkar.

198. Sreenivasan Jain- @SreenivasanJain- A devastating loss.

199. Shemin- @shemin_joy- For many, Jagdeep S Chhokar is the face an Indian voter
turned to when they wanted to fight the political class to secure their votes and make their
representatives accountable

200. Rajdeep Sardesai- (@sardesairajdeep- Sad news: Jagdeep Chokhar, a tenacious fighter
for democratic/electoral reforms, co-founder of Association of Democratic Reforms has
passed away.

201. Alishan Jafri- @alishan_jaftri- Jagdeep Chhokar was a true Indian hero who kept us
informed about our elections and democracy.

202. Dr. S.Y. Quraishi- @DrSY Quraishi- Extremely sad to know that Prof Jagdeep

Chhokar, founder of ADR passed away this morning. A crusader for clean elections and
electoral reforms. He has donated his body for medical research. May his soul rest in peace.

203. Seema Chishti- @seemay- Jagdeep S. Chhokar, Champion of Electoral Reforms and
Transparency, Passes Away.

204. Shabnam Hashmi- @ShabnamHashmi- Prof Jagdeep Chhokar, one of the founders of
the Association for Democrtic Reforms, passed away early this morning following a heart
attack

205. Maneesh Chhibber- @maneeshchhibber- RIP, @JagdeepChhokar This nation will be
poorer without you. You & @adrspeaks

206. Madhavan Narayanan- (@madversity- Sad news..India needs democracy warriors like

#JagdeepChhokar not affiliated with any particular party or ideology.

207. Rukmini S- @Rukmini- So very sad to hear of the passing of Jagdeep Chhokar, a
champion of voter and citizen rights, one of the founders of the Association for Democratic
Rights

208. Saba Naqvi- @_sabanaqvi-_The remarkable #JagdeepChhokar has passed away. At
the forefront of every good fight for democratic rights and reforms

209. CNBC-TV18- @CNBCTV18Live-_(@adrspeaks Co-Founder Jagdeep Chhokar, a
pionner of electoral reforms dies

210. Sarvodaya Press Service- @SarvodayaPress-_STolald Bl 3R ‘TSR’

211. The Logical Indian- @Logicallndians-_India loses a true reformer. Jagdeep Chhokar,
the man who fought for electoral transparency and accountability, leaves behind a legacy that
reshaped Indian democracy.

212. ravish kumar- @ravish_journo- S 311 ST Tellel ARSI 3ATet1 [ Aet [2IAT
b [SToatdel TR 2, A Sloldl D dldl AAR SAdleles deillal dlct Alchad b Addieich

e Serdia 8l 891 Tofl ol BIs T2 I s B

213. Pratik Sinha- @free thinker- First Sankarshan Thakur, now Jagdeep Chhokar. Not a
good week.
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214. Raju Parulekar- @rajuparulekar- Disheartening to know Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar has

s O
5

215. The Federal- @ TheFederal News-_Jagdeep S Chhokar, co-founder of poll rights
body Association for Democratic Reforms and a long-standing advocate for clean elections

passed away after suffering a heart attack at 80.
216. Kapil Sibal- @KapilSibal- Jagdeep S Chhokar We lost in the passing away of

Jagdeep S Chhokar a relentless votary for a clean and transparent electoral system

217. € AR [EAl- @thewirehindi- FAIAl FLIRT &b IPR d TSR D HE-AldD
9l SRIGIT TH. BIch bl foTele 12 [T bl 81 a9 bl 3] 31 STl [oTeleT 81 ST=IL.
218. Md. Fujail Ahmed- @MdFujailAhmed- Sad news: Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar, a

tenacious fighter for Democratic/Electoral Reforms, co-founder of Association of Democratic

Reforms ((@adrspeaks) has Passed Away.
219. Timeline.- @timelinelatest- ADR Co-Founder Jagdeep Chhokar Dies At 80

220. Chinmay Tumbe- @ChinmayTumbe- Sad to hear that Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar (1944-
2025), former faculty member of [IMA (1985-2006) has passed away.
221. CNBC-TV18- @CNBCTV18News- Professor Jagdeep Chhokar dies at the age of 81.

The head of @ADRSpeaks Maj Gen (Retd) Anil Verma
222. Atishi- @AtishiAAP- 1. SRIEIT BIbR S T ATl A6 GHIG 2 36l ADR b

LA A HARA b ToAIel A2l bl ARG AR TSI AeTlel bl Sll I [OheIT, a8 FIARM
MG AT S0 |

223. Dr. Jayant Jigyasu- @jayantjigyasu- 3ol cb [Gol S <21 bl AdA ARIh <AlEal
3R FTSIA Al AT AATSL 3t A T FHATARIS SR ATel bl TS ST AT
Selchl AT Dl HAATS hrall ABAL & |

224. S Irfan Habib G $WIeT Bellal i (b - @irfhabib- STIGIT BIh ATE bl
[oTerst oop dpd &1 g TR & | adl o ¢l <l [Aferst Fzernatl ol aiet o o1
Had A e |

225. Sarvapriya Sangwan- @DrSarvapriya- STalcld BIDR Gl Dl STl d5d dsl &lfd 2.

Al
TEL 3 A Al & RaET . = v

226. urmilesh- @Urmilesh)- S8 GIIG! THACIA PR S3lb{h Rebreed b Hs-
TRIID SRIGIT T B A6l 38, a8 80 U b &, Tolwl JaRL b JAIID A JdE
BIC-31Ch A JoTchl ]2 BS.

227. Gaon Savera- @GaonSavera- T[olld HLIRE & Jalct D, THITTIAA DT
Sattopfed NPIeT (ADR) &b TB-HEIUDh ST Blh? bl [ et bl GRT TSal o 81 A
bt 331 3 foterst!

228. Samar Raj- @SamarRaj_- SI3IGIY O BIDR il 16138, A o ALl Selchl oot
ST Bl3t TPIS Sl AL, JTOIR SIchl PUDIRIL o BT JeIehl [Sieall dFAR 8% 8. St ADR
Pl DIl &K |

229. Amit Ajit Jogi- @AmitJogi- On September 12, 2025, Professor Jagdeep S. Chhokar,

co-founder of the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) and a pioneering advocate for
electoral reforms, passed away due to a heart attack.
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230. Pawan Khera ™_ ©)pawankhera- Rest in peace, Jagdeep Chhokar. I will fondly
remember our frequent sparring at events, where your voice was always fierce and

uncompromising.
231. Prashant Bhushan- @pbhushan1-

My tribute to late Jagdeep Chhokar ji, co-founder

of the Association for Democratic Reforms, & tireless champion of democracy and

accountabilit

232. Yogendra Yadav- @_YogendraYadav- &=l ADR b [Ae11 831 Aot a1 [op wivte
A [aenst=rstat 3 epdet eisufd-rarrell 3 22

233. The Wire- @thewire in- Jagdeep Chhokar — a Fierce Crusader For Democratic

Reforms

234. Digvijaya Singh- @digvijaya 28- Shocking!! I met him only 15 days back. A great

loss to the Free and Fair FElections Movement in India. Chhokar Saheb we shall miss you. Ou

SHIpIl

drdterE, Tat faeett

y AFR 2ewy I
ST BT AT Seor
BT FAT FHAUATIS AT

13/09/2025 | Mumbai | Page : 1
Source : https://epaper.loksatta.com

SIS B BT I free

Fell. BT T 9%¢Yy HET
sEmgEe  Aodie  ‘Ifeam
S s T
TS FMA AT R0 08 WEA g
BT HEATF = AT
S Hel. dd A
ST STIfOT W HeeTsh
TEUET STATTaR] I S,
Cleadi i BRECE CEc]
Tt ST HrdSiS
8ISt 3T HIIeriT 9ieh
e AT, YTEATISE SIS
B AT e gEe .
A (T g0 TY)

i sed away following a

r
Heartfelt Condolences to the Family.

235. JA ARAGRAT- @SKYjourno-
SlCIT T, BIhR : T8 Tolldl b Bl
3 &AW A AB LB

236. The AIDEM- @the aidem- Jagdeep
S. Chhokar, co-founder of ADR, spent a
lifetime forcing India to confront the cracks in
its democracy. His watch is over, but his

vigilance lives on. #Memoir #India

#Democracy
237. LoksattaLive-

@LoksattaLive- “TSI3IX o AeHTIUh
SRICIT BlebR AT [oTelet

238. Daily 24 Bharat-
@Daily24bharat- ADR SI[UD 3Gl
Bl ol [o1eleT, SleTT Diet & SBIeld

]agdeep Chhokar turned &<
lens on polls & poht1c1ans

Avijit.Ghosh@timesofindia.com

; cademic and activist
i AJagdeep Singh Chho-
: kar, whose unflagging
i passion for transparency
¢ and probity in electoral poli-
i tics enlightened and empo-
i wered the Indian voter
¢ like nothing else, pas-

¢ heart attack on Friday.
: Hewas 80.

; A founding member
i of Association for De-

mocratic Reforms BEEEZS

i (ADR), the NGO to which he
i remained devoted till theend,

¢ Chhokar, and his team, wren-

: ched out two major victories
¢ against poll malpractices.

: In 2003, their efforts ensu-
i red that candidates had to de-

clare assets and disclose cri-
minal cases in nomination fo-

rms. Then in 2024, India took
another forward stride inen-
suringamorelevel-playingfi- :
eld among political partiesin
electioneeringwhen theapex !

courtbanned electoral bonds.

protracted struggle.

M revision (SIR) of Bi-

2025 har electoral rolls. 1
As the tribute put out by
ADR says, “Prof Chhokar's :
vision reshaped the way In-
dia thinks about elections

and accountability.”

» Mentor, thinker, P 12

Once more, ADR was
at the forefront of the |

This year, ADR is the :
main petitioner aga-
| inst special intensive
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THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2025

Funding, voters’ list, ex-

G210 96]Q!

- An advocate of clean politics, but
also mentor, thlnker, warm friend’

§ »FromP1

penditure, selection of

candidates, Jagdeep

i Chhokar and ADR worked to
: improve every aspect of the
: electoral system. Their con-
: tribution is both unprece-
: dented and seminal,” says
i social activist Nikhil De, co-
¢ founder of the NGO, Maz-
i door Kisan Shakti Sangath-
i an.Before every poll, state or
i national, journalists would
i get details of each MP or
i MLA's family connection, fi-
: mancial record, and sundry
: information available in the
i publicdomain.

Born in Kharar, a small

i town mnear Chandigarh,
i Chhokar trained as a me-
¢+ chanical engineer and was
i employed with the railways.
i But he eventually took the
i MBA route earning his PhD
: from Louisiana State Uni-
i versity. In an interview with
: journalist Ajaz Ashraf, he
: recounted how IG Patel, the
¢ famed director of IIM, Ah-
: medabad, sent him a cable
i from New York, asking for a
i meeting. Chhokar cheekily
i replied, only if Patel paid for
: the flight and put him up in

1944-2025

kar would retire as IIM Ah-
medabad’s director-in-
charge in 2006,

But years before that, a
younger colleague, Trilo-
chan Sastry, incensed at the
growing trend of criminals
inpolitics, would urgehimto
do something. In a Ted Talk,
Chhokar admitted to spend-
ing three months trying to
convince Sastry that profes-
sors like them shouldn't get
involved. But eventually he
stepped in. In 1999, ADR filed
a public interest litigation
(PIL)on the matter. It wasthe
beginningof hislife as anac-
tivist and the formation of
an enduring collaboration
with Sastry.

Derecalls how during his
public addresses Chhokar
would ask the audience,

replied, “we do,” he would
say, no, before pointing out
that people only elected can-
didates selected by parties.
Chhokar's life, says De, was
dedicated to creating a more
transparent and account-
ableelectoral system.

His passing was widely
mourned. RTI activist Lo-
kesh Batra said, “he was a
fearless leader who carried
people along and who spoke
his mind without mincing
any words.” In his post, polit-
ical activist Yogendra Yadav
described Chhokar as “hum-
ble and self-effacing to the
core,” Activist Harsh Man-
der called him “a gentle gi-
ant”. ADR’s tribute said, “To
those who knew him, he was
more than an advocate for
clean politics, he was a gen-
erous mentor, an incisive
thinker,and awarmfriend.”

Chhokar was aman of di-
verse passions, He was a
trained lawyer and a keen
birdwatcher. He hada certifi-
cate in ornithology from the
Bombay Natural History So-
ciety. Chhokar’s commit-
ment to public good extend-
edtohisfinalact. Hedonated
his body for research to Lady
Hardinge Medical College.
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